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Westminster must back F1, a glittering £12bn jewel of UK economy

executive of F1

This weekend more than half a million

people will pour into Silverstone for the

British Grand Prix, the largest sporting
crowd Britain produces all year, and
the biggest attendance on the enure
Formula 1 calendar.

They come to be part of history and
to feel the incredible atmosphere. But
they are also celebrating one of the

most remarkable industrial, sporting,
cultural and soft power success stories
the UK has produced.

- As Westminster turns its attention to
who will lead the country, I want to

‘make a simple case to whoever takes

the keys to Downing Street now and
into the future: Flisnotasport thatisin
Britain. Itisa Briﬁshihdustry behindan
incredible global sport, and it is one of
the crown jewels of the UK economy.
Fl is worth more than £12billion to
the UK economy every year. Ten of the
11 teams are head ed
here. Together with a supply cham of
4500 companies, the motorsport
industry supports more than 41,000
jobs and 25,000 skilled engineers,

including 80 per cent of the world’s

high-performance engineering talent.
Then there is the soft power. We race

in 21 countries and every year our

broadcast reaches 16billion people

across 200 territories. That is British
technology, British engineering and

business and regulatory environment
to make the UK the best place to design
and build high-performance techno-

logy From mcenuves for research and. -

toa

planning system that supports the
of high-tech engineering

British talent beamed on to screens in
every corner of the world. Through the
British Embassy network, we have used
grands prix to open doors for UK trade
and business. There are few better ad-
verts for Britain globally than an Fl car.
- So, my message is one of partnership.
As a sport, we want to keep building
here, and to do that we must maintain,
and enhance, the conditions that make
itall possible. First, create a competitive

campuses, the government can make
clear it is serious about supporting and
attracting globally mobile businesses to

-invest, innovate and grow.

Second, ensure the visa system is set
up so that alongsxde the incredible UK
talent, the best engineers from around
the world can come to Britain without
friction. And third, back Britain's lead in

sustainable fuel. From this year, all FI

cars run on advanced sustainable fuel.

We are platforming this technolog
globally in the most advanced cars it
the world, and the UK has an opportu
nity to adopt it alongside other solu

- tions to provide consumer choice tha

will lead to emission reductions fron
road cars and transportation vehicles.

Fl has called ‘Britain home for 7!
years, since King George VI watche(
the first grand prix at Silverstone i1
1950. Silverstone holds the Britisl
Grand Prix until at least 2034. Thi
weekend, as the grandstands roar,
hope politicians will look at what thi
country has built and resolve to protec
it, champxon it and help it grow.

Let’s write the next chapter of thi
proud history now.
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Hamilton joins Lego parade after pay row

: 5 Red bricks: Asked for his thoughts on Sun-
Seven-time world champion | | ewis Hamiiton e gvhich S
had earlier expressed doubts n:: :grt:; to. | a rerun of the Lego race held in

B = Miami last year to general acclaim,
Drivers unhappy athaving to Z'GIE:;;I Sl the seven-time world champion
do more unpaid appearances Sunday admitted that he found it amusing
By Tom Cary last time when he was chauffeured
SENIOR SPORTS CORRESPONDENT around the Florida circuit by
eIt Charles Leclerc, his Ferrari team-

mate. “I let Charles drive last time,
and it was just hilarious watching
everyone crashing into each other,”
he said, adding: “It’s the most dan-
gerous part of the weekend.”
s But he then added that he
“did not know whether or not
T'll be in the Lego car this year”.
Asked whether that was
because he was worried about
getting injured, Hamilton
replied: “I mean, there’s
not really much to say
on that car thing.
That’s something
need to take
offline”
Telegraph

Lewis Hamilton has agreed to take
part in Sunday’s Lego drivers’
parade at Silverstone despite a pay
row behind the scenes.

Officials had earlier confirmed
that an anticipated record race-
day crowd of 175,000 would be
treated to a Lego race before the
main grand prix, featuring 22 fully
driveable Lego Group minicars in
each of the team’s colours, and each
made from 28,000 Lego bricks.

However, Hamilton sur- <
prised media yesterday
when he expressed
doubts about his partici-
pation.

Sport understands Hamilton and
other drivers have voiced frustra-
tions at the need to do ever more
‘media and marketing appearances
without being paid.

Ferrari later confirmed that Ham-
ilton would take part on Sunday,
although he has upset British fans
withno-showsin the past. The nine-
time British Grand Prix winner
snubbed a preview event in central
London in 2017. Hamilton decided to
take a “two-day break” in Greece
instead. He was the only driver to
miss the event in Trafalgar Square.

Itis understood that Hamilton is
not alone in feeling that the drivers

" should be paid for these appear-
ances, although he was the only one
to publicly express doubts. Other
drivers said they were looking for-
ward to it. “I'm actually really
excited because I missed it in Miami
last year when I was watching itand
itlooked so fun,” said Cadillac driver
Valtteri Bottas, who did not take part
as he did not have a drive last year.
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Watch Ireland vs England in the
2027 Six Nations with Nick Mullins

Four days from £1,699pp*

Departs February 4, 2027

Watch the opening round of the 2027 Guinness Men's Six Nations in Dublin
on this short break. Sports commentator Nick Mullins will give a talk at your
hotel and you will receive a signed copy of one of his commentary sheets.

What'’s included

+ Three-night stay in Dublin with breakfast ¢ Match ticket
for Ireland vs England & Return flights plus airport transfers
+ Signed print of one of Nick Mullins's commentary sheets
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New rules risk ruining
Silverstone, say drivers

doubt we’ll still enjoy certain ele-
ments of the track where you're not
power-limited. But the best part of
the track is Maggots and Becketts
and Copse and Stowe. In those
places the power is just dropping. I
hope it’s something they can rectify
for next year”

Alonso, meanwhile, said that
Becketts had become a “charging
station” for the cars. “I think this
year is going to be very different
and not fun to drive,” he said. “The

ByTom Cary

Formula One’s drivers fear the
sport’s new rules could ruin Silver-
stone, with Fernando Alonso pre-
dicting that this weekend could be
“quite sad” and Lewis Hamilton
admitting “it’s not going to feel the
same”.

Speaking ahead of this week-
end’s British Grand Prix - where a
record 565,000 fans are expected —

Hamilton said the need to harvest F::,::,ﬁ':‘ car, looking at the simulator lapand
energy was something “all the driv- | Alonso predicts | things like that, is going to be quite
ers have been talking about” inthe | thetrackwillbe | sad, Ithink for drivers, but also for
build-up, adding that Silverstone | ‘notfuntodrive’ | the spectators,and vice versa.”

would be a “very different” circuit
asaresult. ©

This new generation of cars is
powered by electric-hybrid engines
that require drivers to harvest
energy on the way around. Silver-
stone’s layout includes a long run
from the exit of Brooklands down to
Stowe that offers little opportunity
to recover power. The new rules
therefore threaten to neuter some
of Silverstone’s most exciting sec-
tions, such as the Maggots and
Becketts high-speed corners.

“Honestly. I think it’s going to be
huge,” said Hamilton, who has
called on the sport to “rectify” the
issue for next year.

“If you look at the speed traces, Max Verstappen, the most out-
we start losing deployment going spoken critic of the new era, said he
into Copse. Going into Copse nor- “laughed” when he drove the track
mally the engine is screaming and on the simulator. “Silverstone, I
you are holding on for dear life as s love the track, but I did a few laps
you go through there flat out. This | ‘It'sa on the simulator,” he said. “I just
year we’ll be coasting down, most completely started laughing. It felt like a differ-
likely we’ll be downshifting. Most S ent track.”
likely there’ll be a long, long different Hamilton said he was neverthe-
straight from nine to 10 with no | track.I: less looking forward to racing in
deployment, basically. hopeit's front of his home fans.

“Then Maggots and Becketts are i % “I'm not thinking about the tro-
not going to feel the same. Because something phy. Just about bringing the right
I think you have to lift and coast | theycan energy and absorbing all the
through there for a period of time. fifv f energy. The fans here... it’s unbe-

“So, it’s a completely different rectty ()l: lievable to experience. You can’t
track. We’ll see tomorrow. No | next year put it into words,” he said.
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Hamilton set
to skip LEGO
race’ over

S il

LEWIS HAMILTON last night
threatened to boycott a major
British Grand Prix sponsorship
stunt in an apparent dispute
over payment. :

The seven-time world champion i
annoyed by Formula One’s LEGQ
‘race’ — a procession featuring all
22 drivers on the Silverstone tracl

90 minutes ahead of lights out.

Speakin % yesterday, Hamilton

called it the ‘most dangerous part
of the weekend’, despite the brick
cars reaching just 15mph. ‘I’'m nof

‘going to do if,’ he said.

However, sources have told Daily
Mail Sport that Hamilton’s real
beef is that he and his fellow
racers will not receive a fee for
taking part. Some of his peers are
believed to share his reservations
F'1 bosses remain confident
Hamilton will relent and drive his
vehicle, comprising 28,000 bricks.
Organisers spoke to Ferrari to
ress on them the importance
of their star’s participation in
front of a record 175,000 crowd.
A similar race was held in Miami
last year, with one man per team
driving, in Ferrari’s case Charles
Leclerc. ‘I let Charles do it and it
was hilarious watching everyone
crashing into each other,’ said
Hamilton. ‘I don’t know whether
I’ll be in the LEGO car this year.’
Pressed as to why not, Hamilton

replied: “There is not really much
to say on that — it’s something I
need to take offline.’

Hamilton, who has won his home
race a record nine times, was
keener to talk about the main
event, saying: ‘My engineers have
been asking me: “How did you do
it? How do you normally run the
car here?” Hopefully I can steer
them in the right direction.’
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FORMULA 1 boosts the UK
economy by £12bn every year,
according to figures revealed
ahead of this weekend's British
Grand Prix at Silverstone.

The wider impact in the UK of
the elite motor racing series -
with 10 of its 11 teams
headquartered or having
operational bases on these
shores = comes amid a £E100m
boost provided by the annual
four-day event in =
Northamptonshire.

F1data suggests that

FORMULA 1 TURBOCHARGING ECONOMY

Motorsport Valley, the M25
corridor that serves as a
development hub for the
industry, continues to grow,
with “Cadillac establishing its
new Formula 1 facility at
Silverstone, alongside

major expansion by Aston
Martin and Mercedes at their
UK campuses''.

Its data said: "The British
Grand Prix is F1's biggest -
event and is expected to
welcome the largest crowd in

=the sport's history.”"

AN
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BY DANIEL MOXON Nor has he had much success own stand, like the continue to maximise what we
GEORGE RUSSELL at Silverstone, having never ‘Landostand’ bearing Norris’s ~can, score as many as points as
admitted this is “for won nor stood on the podium - branding, from which fans can  we can, until we can close that
sure" the best chance he  at his home race X cheer him on, perhaps for next  deficit” -
has ever had of winning  He started the 2024 race on year' race. Hamilton also led concerning -
his home race. - pole but retired with a water They are popular here, but * comments from drivers about
But victory at Silverstone ~System issue as then-Mercedes Hamilton remains the king of how this year's cars, which rely
on Sunday would not be the t ate Lewis Hamil i and the cheers for' on batteries that need
realisation of a childhood Wenton to win, th ime world champi harging mid-lap for full
dream for the Briton, And Lando Norris was the were enormous as he arrived at - power, will negati affect the
Growing up in Norfolk, he one who sent the locals wild  the paddock yesterday. driving experience around
never allowed himself to think last year in his McLaren.  Hehas won nine times here ~ Silverstone’s iconic corners.
about one day winning the - Russell is best before but was downbeat  He said: “All us drivers have
British Grand Pri to make it a hat-trick of about the prospects of been talking on the drivers’ chat
“When I was a kid, I guess it British winners - his ~ what would be a about just how poor the power
was 50 far-fetched; he said. “Tm  Mercedes this year is record-extending is goingto be.
not even sure it was a dream, certainly no tractor. 10th British GP “Maggots and Becketts is not
because it was just not even For sure it's my going to feel the same, because

Ppossible to comprehend that.
‘I remember dreaming of
having a Massey Ferguson
tractor when I was a kid,
because that was what was
achievable if T succeeded.
- “[Winning at Silverstone] was
sofar out of reach that it wasn't
even possible to dream that
could be a reality”
Russell still has not bought

* best shot,” said Russell,

who trails leader and
team-mate Kimi Antonelli
(above) by 40 points. “But it’s
not something I think about.
“Tm focused on my processes,
focused on working hard with
my team, because I know that's
what translates into victories.
“Not dreaming about it -
working towards it.” Russell is

that Massey Ferguson tractor. Working towards having his

success.
“We've had some
ie‘!t formances before,
but the fagtﬂ;i. and you could
see it in the last race, we lose
quite a lot of time;" said the
Ferrari star.
“Ithink it’s like four tenths [of
a second] a lap we lose in a
straight line, so it's hard to
recover that through corners,
“We've got a great car
fundamentally. ‘We've just got to

‘you have to lift and coast

through there for a period. It's
justa completely different track.
“No doubt we'll enj oy it
through certain elements of the
track where you're not power
limited. But the best part is
Maggots and Becketts, and
Copse and Stowe, and in those
places the power is just
dropping. T hope it's something
they can rectify for next year”

T
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LEWIS HAMILTON says he

will have to sneak into BYISABELLE
Mercedes” garage and BARKER

“unscrew the bolts in their
car” to become world
champion this season.
However, the seven-time F1
king roaredlthat the gde ;Bcg “ii
not over ’til it's over” ahead of
this weekend's British Grand Prix. "gSCHVer POWEE  wros oot long
Hamilton, 41, has pulled himself straights. 1 think this is going to be
%‘ge"im;?ey:;‘:“;& dhea rg\ar:s l:t 'ﬂ: the most unprecedented weekend in
home race eyeing a record- terms of the power deployment.

F - “All us drivers have been talking in
breaking tenth Silverstone victory. ] +
The British driver endured the thesduiyetts chat group, abott Just iow

worst season of his career in 2025, mosrél;gkpower i gotoie £01bs thonigh
not gegistering a single podium for “We rv:in out of battery power.
the first time ever. There’s only a few corners to charge
ﬂﬂ?-om m‘:O S“ngfz’s “‘ce‘ie he i’;:s the enime so the cable will be
the standings — oints £
bibind: Ttslon: lesSkrorcint Auionsll s crien e lmipertion of fhe
of Mercedes. 2 Hamilton also warned F1 bosses that
‘When Hamilton was asked if it was po will not take part in a Lego race
realistic to consider hi;nse}'f a champ- ahead of Sunday's GP.
ionship winner, he said: “Other than “'gj anpounced yesterday that all 22
me ; into the Mercedes garage dpivers will take to the wheel of the
and undoing the bolts! unique cars — which reach speeds of
v > team. yp to 15mph — 90 minutes before the
You're 59.9“‘% them perform at such main event at Silverstone in front of a
an_amazing level. 175,000-strong record crowd.
It's beautiful to see when a team However, in a press conference
is fully in synergy — and what they three hours later, Hamilton cast doubt
have brought and donme this year over his participation by _tellin

is mighty. 3 former Mercedes team-mate Valtte
‘We as a team have to just Bottas off microph in a press con-

to believe, stay calm and keep work- ference that he would not do it.

of Fl cars are energy-starved and the
layout means there is a long run
from the exit of Brooklands down to
Stowe that offers little opportunity

1D§- We just have to extract every-  The Lego race had previously been

i ‘hu’;g we can from each weekend. staged at last year’s Miami Grand

: ‘Kimi is far ahead. He pulled more prix — and speaking yesterday,

SCOOT ALONG... points ahead in the last race. So that’s Hamilton described it “as the most
rives at | why 1 said it's a good reality check dangerous part of the weekend”.

for us — but it's not over 'til it's over. On that occasion, Hamilton sat
“Every single person is geed up and behind Ferrari team-mate Charles
pushing as much as they can. So Leclerc in a car fit for two.
that's all I can ever ask for. Here, each driver has their own car,
Hamilton joined current world with each vehicle made out of 28,000
champ Lando Norris in slating the Lego bricks.
_new F1 rules for ruining Sil 1 i “It is the most
The requirement for engines to dangerous part of the weekend.
harvest energy has threatened “I let Charles drive last time and it
to neuter the most exciting sections of was just hilarious watching everyone
the track, such as Copse and the cras into each other.

rad

o Becketts complex. “So, I don’t know whether or not I
| — That is because the new generation will be in the Lego car this year.”
I - . - - - -

[ [}
t
| Lando taking it to the Max
i | LANDO NORRIS believes he By HARRY TALBOT grid_can get a pole and put in
beat ppen i R incre e laps. T

5 :I‘I’: Ii‘m camrax_v:rm cn “sl a move that could see Norris' _ “What makes Feofl_e elite is per-
E = team-mate Oscar Piastri switch to forming at that level in every prac-

the four-time world champion Rcd Bull. tice, every qualifying, every race.
¢ | will move to McLaren. And Norris insisted he would _ “I think that’s something that
| The Dutchman’s future has been not be daunted by the prospect of Max is able to do, probably better
v up in the air due to Red Bull's being paired with Verstappen. than almost everyone.

sguggles and a dissatisfaction with Ahead of Sunday’s British Grand A lot of drivers want to come
5 the sport’s new rules. Prix, world champ Norris, 26, said: to McLaren. It's a itlmd thing that
S Verstappen has long been linked “I believe I can beat any driver. a four-time world champion wants
| with Mercedes but %t is believed “What makes Max so incredible to come on board.

his management held talks with is how he is over the course of the “I'm excited for whoever I get L
reigningl-'ﬁ champions McLaren, in season. A lot of drivers on the partnered with.” NORRIS . . . at Silverstone
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gunning for Silverstone

;. Hamifton and Norris

BY DANIEL MOXON at Silverstone
GEORGE RUSSELL admitted
this is “for sure” the best
chance he has ever had of
winning his home race.

But victory at Silverstone on
Sunday would not be the
realisation of a childhood dream
for the Briton. ;

Russell said yesterday-that
growing up in Norfolk, he never
allowed himself to dream of
winning the British Grand Prix.

“When I was a kid, I guess it was
so far-fetched,” he said. “I'm not
even sure it was a dream, because
it was just not even possible to
3 comprehend that.

_ ‘I remember dreaming

an 0 IS ) of having a Massey

q . Ferguson tractor when I
DU!EiSh tG . was a kid, because that
A was what was achievable

that's what translates into victories.
Not dreaming about it — working
towards it

Russell is working towards
having his own stand, like the
‘Landostand’ bearing Norris’
branding, from which fans can
chez?r him on, perhaps for next
year’s race.

They are popular here but
Hamilton remains the King of
Silverstone and the cheers for the
seven-time world champion were
enormous as he arrived at the
paddock yesterday.

He has won nine times here
before but was downbeat about the
prospects of a record-extending
10th British GP success.

“We've had some great
performances before, but the fact
is, and you could see it.in the last
race, we lose quite a lot of time,”

. “if T succeeded. said the Ferrari star.
the M a X b “(Winning at Silver-  “It’s like four 10ths a lap we lose
i M stone) was so far out of in a straight line, so it’s hard to
) BY DANIEL MOXON -reach that it wasn't even recover that through corners.

e T LANDO NORRIS is confident he could possible to dream that “We've got a great car
INGING IT HOME | : beat Max Verstappen if the four-time could be a reality” fundamentally. We've just got to
mﬁ?&gﬂ"&“ 3 g Russell still has not continue to maximise what we can
ndo last year B : bought that tractor. and get the best results we can,
Ty i B that a blockbuster partn i Nor has he ever had score as many as points as we can,

unlikely despite recent s| ation. much success at Silver- until we can close that deficit."
Verstappen's : stone, having never even  Hamilton also led concerning
the air stood on the podium at comments from drivers about how
management team initiated va his home race before. this year’s cars, which rely on
s He started the 2024 batteries recharging mid-lap for full
the market race on pole but retired power, will negatively affect the
And Norris joked yesterday that with a water systemissue driving experience around

VESEREREWONEUERLIRLEEE as then-team-mate Lewis ~ Silverstone's iconic corners.

keen on joinin Hamilton wenton towin.  He said: "All us drivers have been
“To be hoy a lot of drivers want And Lando Norris was talking on the drivers chat about
to come to SRS CIAWVE the one who sent the  just how poor the power is going to

highlight Max,” he smirked. locals wild last year.

be. Maggots and Becketts is not

a cool thing, a good thing that a Russell is best placed going to feel the same, because you
to make it a hat-trick of have tolift and coast through there
potentially - join the team. British winners - his for a period. It’s just a completely
LUVORI Mercedes car this yearis  different track.
GLIDER It's a cool thing... but it’s not a serious  EESYEIE IR i “We'll see. No doubt we'll enjoy
_ Confident & | - thing. “For sure it’s my best it through certain elements of the
Russellinthe (Sl “I know that Oscar (Piastri) and | shot," said Russell. “But track where you're not power lim-
_paddockat SR ) both have our names penned in at it’s not something [ really ited. :
hl:::mw?x - @ Victaren for much longer. think about. “But the best part is Maggots
; 4 And the Brit thinks he has the speed “I'm focused on my and Becketts, and Copse and
to win if he were pitted against the processes, focused on Stowe, and in those places the

DIGIENSS R DI REEIE WA working hard with my  power is just dropping. I hope it's
“ s Ik 3 plbaec iom
N > o HE G iy - - R o
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FROM DANIEL MOXON at Silverstone

GEORGE RUSSELL admitted
| this is "“for sure” the best
chance he has ever had of
winning his home race.

But victory at Silverstone on
Sunday would not be the
realisation of a childhood dream
for the Briton.

Russell said yesterday that
growing up in Norfolk, he never
allowed himself to dream of
‘winning the British Grand Prix.

“When I was akid, I guess it was -
so far-fetched,” he said. “I'm not
even sure it was a dream, because
it was just not even possible to
comprehend that.

“I remember dreaming
of having a Massey
Ferguson tractor when T
was a kid, because that
was what was achievable
if I succeeded.

“(Winning at Silver-
stone) was so far out of
reach that it wasn't even
possible to dream that
could be a reality”

Russell still has not
bought that tractor.

Nor has he ever had
much success at Silver-
stone, having never even
stood on the podium at
his home race before.

He started the 2024
race on pole but retired

BY DANIEL MOXON

LANDO NORRIS is confident h
BRINGING IT HOME
Silverstone winners
Lewis in 2024 and
Lando last year

. unlikely despite recent s| slation.

d Bull

the air and it is understood that his
management team initiated vague
talks with Zak Brown as they ess
the market.

And Norris joked \‘,lesterday tha‘E SV ith ahrtor e
Verstapp_en (abo is not the only one astl"lenrteams-}msmaten y
ke%;’laot;’e]c:i\nqs‘t ot of drivers want Hamilton went on to win.

C one: TS 2
to come to McLaren. | don't know why thAnd Land}(: Nom: Vt";s
you just highlight he smirked & ealm\tveil;vl Ot sen e

“It's a cool thing, a good thing that a Gals wild last year.
four-time world champion wants to - R“sse“‘ is best P_laced
potentially - join the team. to make it a hat-trick of

“| don't know how much of it's true. British winners — h{s
It's a cool thing... but it's not a serious Mercgdes car thlsyeans
thing. certainly no tractor.

GLIDER " 15
Confident “| know that Oscar (Pi For sure it's my best

Russellin the both have our names f shot” said Russell. “But~
p:izdt?:#.:t' N McLaren for much longer. lts_notsometlunglrea]]y
f And the Brit thinks he ha think about.

“I'm focused on my
processes, focused on
working hard with my
team, because I know

to win if he w pit
Dutchman. “| do believe
driver.” he said.

| . Grand Prix

e e " 4

that's what translates into victories.
Not dreaming about it — working
towards it

Russell is working towards
having his own stand, like the
‘Landostand’ bearing Norris’
branding, from which fans can
cheer him on, perhaps for next
year’s race.

They are popular here but
Hamilton remains the King of
Silverstone and the cheers for the
seven-time world champion were
enormous as he arrived at the
paddock yesterday.

He has won nine times here
before but was downbeat about the
prospects of a record-extending
10th British GP success.
~ “We've had some great
performances before, but the fact
is, and you could see it in the last
race, we lose quite a lot of time;
said the Ferrari star.

“It’s like four 10ths a lap we lose
in a straight line, so it's hard to
recover that through corners.

“We've got a great car
fundamentally. We've just got to
continue to maximise what we can
and get the best results we can,
score as many as points as we can,
until we can close that deficit”

Hamilton also led concerning
comments from drivers about how
this year’s cars, which rely on
batteries recharging mid-lap for full
power, will negatively affect the
driving experience around
Silverstone's iconic corners.

He said: “All us drivers have been
talking on the drivers’ chat about
just how poor the power is going to
be. Maggots and Becketts is not
going to feel the same, because you
have tolift and coast through there
for a period. It's just a completely
different track. -

“Well see. No doubt well enjoy
it through certain elements of the
track where youre not power lim-
ited. Lo

“But the best part is Maggots
and Becketts, and Copse and
Stowe, and in those places the
power is just dropping. I hope it’s
something they can rectify”




Drivers fear

Silverstone

will be slower
FRIDAY 03 JULY than normal
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Giles Richards
Silverstone

The Formula One world champion

Lando Norris and seven-time cham-

pion Lewis Hamilton have doubled

The down on fears voiced by Max Verstap-

° pen that this weekend’s British Grand
Guardian Prixwillbea Rundamentally different
experience, with their cars struggling

for power on the high-speed circuit.

Silverstone haslongbeenrevered
andrelished amongdrivers as one of
the great challenges on the Fi calen-
dar - a flat-out blast of straights and
high-speed corners where they can
pushtothelimit. However, under the
newregulations the energy manage-
mentnow required willimpactnega-
tively at the track, as they struggle to
recharge enough electrical power to
remain at top speed.

“I think this is going to be an
unprecedented weekend in terms
of the power deployment,” said
Hamilton. “All us drivers have been
talking in the drivers’ chat [about]
justhow poor the poweris goingtobe
through this track. We run out of bat-
tery power. There’s only a few corners
tocharge the engine, so the [MGU]-K
will be switched offforalarge portion
of thelap. That’s where [Ferrari] will
struggle probably the most.”

Silverstone is what is considered
under the new regulations to be an
“energy-starved” track, where the
absence of heavy braking areas limits
the opportunity for recharging the
battery. The consequenceis that the
drivers will have to regain energy
through “superclipping™ at the end
on straights, which reduces speed,
potentially having to lift and coast
and still being down on power.

“If you look at the speed traces,
we start losing deployment going
into Copse,” said Hamilton. “So
normally the engine’s screaming as
you’re going into Copse and you’re
holding on for dear life as you go
through there flat out. This year the
engine will be coasting down, most
likely we’ll be downshifting whilst
full throttle, trying tokeep the engine
revs higher.”

McLaren’s Norris, who won here
in 2025, said: “Certainly there’s going
to be less challenges on the track
itself. You’re going to have some
zones where you’re decelerating for
longer periods than what you would
like. That’s just the reality of what we
have nowadays.”

A Lewis Hamilton says cars will
struggle at the British Grand Prix
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Red Bull's Max Verstappenhas
reportedly beenin talks with

Norris not taking
‘Verstappen talk
seriously - yet

Lando Norris says reports that
Max Verstappen has considered
amove to McLaren are “a cool
thing” to hear but “not a serious
thing” as speculation swirls in
Formula 1about a switch which
could create a lineup of two
champions.

Reports claimed last week
that Verstappen’s management
had requested, and held, a
meeting with McLaren ahead of
the Austrian Grand Prix. The
content of any discussions wasn’t
reported and the Dutch driver
has yet to comment.

“It’s a good thing that a four-
time world champion wants
to come on board and wants to
potentially join the team,” Norris
said as he prepares for his home

_British Grand Prix.

“I don’t know how much of it’s
true, but it’s a cool thing and if
there’s an opportunity for me
to drive with other people, it’s
something I’ve always looked
forward to. But it’s not a thing for
now. It’s not a serious thing.”

McLaren chief executive
Zak Brown said onthe Up To -
Speedpodcast that Norris and
teammate Oscar Piastriare “not
going anywhere” and he'd only
consider Verstappen if McLaren
had an opening.

“I'm also just excited for my
future with McLaren. I'm still
going to be here for many, many
more years, so I'm excited for
whoever I get partnered with,”
Norris added.
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