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Rapid Antonelli halfway to

spoiling party for Hamilton

a “legend” at this circuit, but the

Molly Hudson R 52
Formula 1 Correspondent Italian is somewhat ruining the party.

There are two British drivers in this
Formula 1 title battle — yet at their
home track, they were both thrashed

Ferrari’s best chance today may well
be to work together to attempt to
make life difficult for Mercedes’
strategy team, but Antonelli, inset,

by the championship leader Kimi - ‘has been cool, calm and collected
Antonelli. this weekend.

For the thousands of laps that “Whether or not we can fully keep
Lewis Hamilton and George up with Kimi, we’ll see
Russell have done around tomorrow,” Hamilton, 41,
this circuit, Antonelli is said. “But hopefully we
simply too quick to can play with the
catch. Having overtaken strategy and work as a
_the pole-sitter Hamilton team to try to topple
" to claim victory in the them.”
sprint race earlier in the Charles Leclerc finally
day, extending his found a way to maximise
championship lead to 43 " both histalent and his
points, Antonelli completed a Ferrari’s potential to qualify
perfect day by securing pole second, with Hamilton one place
position for today’s main race. behind him. “Of course, I'm not

The 19-year-old referred to the - satisfied, I'm third,” he said.

nine-times Silverstone race winner as

Russell could only manage fourth,

‘while Max Verstappen was
outqualified by his team-mate Isack
Hadjar. The four-times world
champion was complaining of an
‘engine issue that he felt was
hampering his progress, while also at
atrack that doesn’t appear to suit
Red Bull.

Verstappen and his team could
choose toreplace the engine
overnight if they think the issue is
severe enough, which would lead toa
pitlane start.

1t could have been much worse for
Russell, having crashed in the first
part of qualifying, bizarrely locking
up at Luffield and taking a trip across

. the gravel, breaking the front wing as -

he tapped the wall. “That was very
weird, I've never locked up there in
my whole career,” he said on team
_radio. He managed to get the car back
to the garage and recovered in the
remaining laps of the session.

He also appears to have a straight-
line deficit compared to both his
Mercedes team-mate Antonelli and
the McLarens running the same
engine, which has baffled both
Russell and his team. “All weekend
we've been losing a lot of time on the

Championship standings

consecutive laps before he finally

let’s get it right for once please.”

managed to overtake on the Hangar pace, given Mercedes were favourites | (¢l for British
Straight, Hamilton and Ferrari having | going into the weekend. Hamilton Grand Prix ’
Driver Team - ms | MO answer to Mercedes’ greater had claimed a surprise sprint pole by
1 KAntonelli(l)  Mercedes 9 | straightline speed. 0.011sec despite many in the paddock e X i
2 GRussell(GB) -  Mercedes 136 Mercedes appear to have believing this power-dominant track e e
3 LHamilton (GB) __Ferrari 132 od their deployment better | would favour Mercedes and Red Bull. = m‘l’" Im = =
4 L Norris (GB) McLaren “es | since that sprint qualifying session, As expected, the number of high- erc (Mon) _ F’""f S
5 Cleclerc(Mon) _Ferrari 83 | making steps in main qu: speed sections of the trackand alack | 3 Hamiton (GB) e":;'d S
Constructors’ championship It was perhaps no surprise that of recharging areas meant there was s RusslioR) r Pl
1 Mercedes ; 3% | Antonelli had the slightly betterrace | an element of the sortofyo-yoracing | 3 Hader(f)____Redf :
2 Ferrari 25 that was seen at the start of the BiLNoms (G8) 7 RM‘:‘L”I:‘ :z':"‘::
S T 2 n season and s likely again today. Z; :m-i (nus)m't )MecLa::en ~D:M|
. : pamilton e well S 9 Alindblad(GB) _Racing Bulls #1194
straights,” he said. “The team are couldonly | weekend as Antonelli’s biggest title T T oo
working super hard to understand qualify third | rival, but desplte thg strides Fel:ra.n e s e 3 i
why that is. We thought we found the have made with their power unit, o o &
problem this morning and the brakes bringing t.!me first qf their engine o ot ’ o
were locking on, but we’re not upgrades in Austria, there A S o e : 7
convinced that’s the issue. It just deficit to the Mercedes. e nnar sy s B
compounds everything when you get . There were two separate races T8 ARBon Tha) i =
into a session knowing you’re at a bit within this sprint — the one for the S B ¥
of a disadvantage.” lead between Hamilton and ) il =
Over one lap, in sprint qualifying, Antonelli, by far the two fastest e . Ak by
Hamilton’s Silverstone expertise was drivgrs, and.tl.'xe one f.or the fmal , oS e G
enough to hold off the championship podium position, which was claimed | o ¢\ i can) s i
leader Antonelli; over 17 in the sprint by Lando Norris. He was frustrated 22.F Alonso(Sp) Rt =
race, however, he could not. ) gn the it;‘etzlllm r:l?li.r?i d;:p{te advancing | 2 2
The teenager had been in om sixth to , having been
Hamilton’s ﬁin'ors and trailing by asked to save fuel in the closing laps: 0" w mmv
less than a second for eight “Yeah good job, but f*** me guys, British Grand Prix
3pm, Channel 4 & Sky Sports F1-
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Formula1Correspondent

mily Prazer is explaining
her Tremarkable joumey
from applying for a job in

' Formula 1 on Linkedin to
becoming one of the most
influential women in the
sport.

She is open, and relaxed,
talking on a cruise Shlp
docked at Port Hercule in

Monaco last month. But when I ask
Prazer, FI's chief commercial officer,
‘| whether she could have imagined
herself in these surroundings a few
years ago, her laid-back manner melts
away. “I dom’t think anything is
impossible,” she says, unequivocally.
“Isee things, and 1go for it.”

The woman
drivingF1
fandomto
Premier
Leaguelevels

Emily Prazer says nothing is inipossible
when it comes to widening sport’s reach

1t is that approach that has helped

F1, under the leadership of Stefano |
Domenicali, the chief executive, ;

become increasingly popular.

The 38year-old University of | -

Birmingham graduate joined F1 as
part of the race promotions team in
November 2017.

“No one ever believes me when I
say this, but I genuinely just applied
for the job on LinkedIn,” says Prazer,
who previously worked at IMG and
then as part of an agency which held
the rights to a'eate a Fast & Furious
live show.

“I was always i d in

promoters contacts in, and that's how
it all started.”

That was the first chapter of a “wild
ride”, as Prazer describes it, that has
led to Forbes naming her the second-

Formula 1, my dad watched it on TV,
but there were never jobs. When you
‘were looking for jobs in sport in the
UK, F1 was never available, it was a bit
of a closed shop.

“When Liberty [Media] bought it
[in January 2017], all of these jobs
became available. My first race was
Abu Dhabi, November 2017. 1 was
handed a book with the race

most: | chief marketing offi-
cer in the world last month, behind
only Netflix’s Marjan Lee.

“The thing 1 love about Formula 1
and the management team is, from
day one, it's like there are no barriers
and no boundaries. It’s not a business
where you sit there and feel that you
can't come up with a good idea.
Everybody talks about big ideas all the
time. Stefano gives you the runway to

go and try and figure it out,” Prazer

says. 5

That flexibility allowed the creation
of the Las Vegas Grand Prix, of which
she is now president and chief
executive. During the pandemic,
when racing across the world was
temporarily halted, there was time to
assess the calendar and important
future markets.

The possibility of racing in Vegas
had been considered before but “no
one ever really owned it, or took it
forward,” Prazer says.

So she did exactly that. Plans were
made in video calls and on paper,

before restrictions eased.

“When we finally could actually get
into the country... this was October
2021; and we were announcing the
thing by March 2022, and then I was
moving to Vegas by June 22 and I was
like, ‘What just happened?’

“I remember me and my husband
at the F1 Christmas party that Decem-
ber, and everyone saying, ‘So you're
moving to Vegas,” and we were like,
‘Are we?!” Because it just went like a
rocket ship. I think that's part of
what's been a blessing and a curse.
Vegas as a community, they do go as
fast as Formula 1.”
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RACING CERTAINTY

® Formula 1returns to Northamptonshlre this weekend with the British Grand Prix
at Silverstone. The premier motorsport event produces about £100 million for the
economy each year, while Formula 1 more broadly generates about £12 billion for

the UK, according to the sport’s own data.

Ten of the eleven teams that take part in the elite racing series are either based
in, or have major operational sites in, the UK, meaning that the country acts asa
worldwide hub for the motorsports industry.

Many of these teams are located in
“Motorsport Valley” across the home
counties and the
Midlands. An
estimated
41,000 people
are employed
inthe F1
supply chain.
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Antonelli’s red-hot pace
cools home fans’ hopes

BRITISH GRAND PRIX

Italian takes pole and sprint
victory to upstage title rivals
Hamilton and Russell on row
two as record crowd expected

By Tom Cary
SENIOR SPORTS CORRESPONDENT
at Silverstone

Hopes of a home win on what is

expected to be a record-breaking

weekend for Silverstone nosedived

as Kimi Antonelli took pole for

today’s race, havmg already

claimed a convmcmg victory in the.
rint.

With Charles Leclerc taking P2
on the grid, 0.2sec quicker than
Ferrari team-mate Lewis Hamilton
in P3, and Mercedes’s George Rus-
sell nearly four tenths off the pace
of team-mate Antonelli in P4, the
day proved to be a reality check
after all the optimism created by
Hamilton’s sprint-qualifying pole
on Friday. y

Hamilton and Russell are going
to have to be either very good or
very lucky to claim victory from the
second row, especially with
Antonelli in the form he is in. His

race pace looked far superior to the -

Ferrari’s in the sprint race earlier
yesterday.

Hamilton had got off to a good
start in the 17-lap race, defending
robustly from Antonelli into turn
one. But the seven-time world
champion was powerless to pre-
vent the Mercedes from cruising
past him into Stowe on lap eight.

Antonelli initially feinted as if to
overtake into Brooklands, forcing
Hamilton to deploy energy to
defend, before powering past him
on the back straight. -

Antonelli then wasted little time
in breaking the one-second gap to
Hamilton - in which drivers can
deploy “overtake mode”. He was
able to cruise to victory by nearly
three seconds, setting the fastest
lap at the final attempt.

“In the sprint we definitely had
the faster car, especially on deg
[degradation] with the tyres,”
Antonelli admitted later. “Hope-
fully we can keep that for tomorrow
as well”

Silverstone organisers are antici-
pating an all-time record crowd
of 565,000 across the entire week-
end. But they look set to be disap-
pointed in terms of getting a British
‘winner.

Hamilton and Leclerc may have
to gang up on Antonelli if they are
to stand any chance, running offset
strategies, although the Briton did
not sound optimistic.

“Nothing’s changed from this
morning to now, or will change

from today to tomorrow;” Hamilton

Silverstone starting grid

ll(lllll Antonelli (Italy) Mercedes..... e
(Monaco) Ferrari 1:28.286

said. “If [Kum] gets it nght he will
be gone””

Russell will be even more con-
cerned than Hamilton. After finish-
ing runner-up in Spain and then
winning in Austria, he said he was
confident he had worked out why
he was blowing hot and cold in the
car. But he has not looked happy all
weekend. He finished fourth in the
sprint, and again in qualifying. That
‘was after going off in Q1 and sliding
through the gravel into the barrier,
necessitating a new front wing.
“That was very weird. Have never
locked up there in my whole
career;” he said over his radio.

He sounded befuddled at the fin-
ish. “Idon’t know;” he said of his Q1
lock-up. “I’'ve raced here for 12
years and I have never locked up
once in that corner before. We
made some changes to the set-up, it
‘was probably more extreme than 1
thought. Idon’t know.

“This whole weekend we’ve
been struggling with straight-line
speed, we don’t know why. There’s
acouple of tenths over the lap com-
pared to the other Mercedes car.
The team are working super hard to
try to understand.”

Asked whether he could fight for
the win today, he sounded equally
gloomy. “If I've got the straight-line
speed deficit, no. If I'm losing 5kph

| in the straight, you cannot fight””

Russell was far from the only
d driver. Red Bull’s four-

22 Fernando Alonso (Spain) Aston Martin..1:33.025

time world champion Max Verstap-
pen qualified seventh, two places

and 0.15sec slower than team- mate
Isack Hadjar.

McLaren, meanwhile, were
nowhere, with Lando Norris quali-
fying sixth, 0.766sec slower than
Antonelli, and Oscar Piastri eighth,
0.921sec off the pace.- Huge
margins.

There is some chatter about
McLaren being the only Mercedes
" customer team without the latest
Mercedes power unit, but they are
going to need more than that.

They are all going to have their
work cut out catching Antonelli,
who is already 40 points ahead of
Russell and 46 ahead of Hamilton
in the title race, and who will land
another huge blow if he wins, not to
mention disappoint nearly
200,000 fans.

At least Hamilton will get two
bites at the cherry. He confirmed he
would take part in today’s Lego
race, which is replacing the tradi-
tional drivers’ parade before the
main grand prix, despite a pay
row behind the scenes
which threat-
ened his par-
ticipation.

First class:
Kimi Antonelli
celebrates pole
after also coming
out on top in the
sprint race (right)

Page 1 of 2
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FORMULA ONE: BRITISH GRAND PRIX
Sky One, 1. 30pm, Channel 4, 2.30pm

George Russell won last weekend'’s Austrian Grand Prix and comes home to the British Grand Prix

T he next twist in this
fascinating Formula One
title race comes at the home
of British racing, with
Britain’s latest star, George
Russell, riding high
followmg his hard-fought
victory in Austria last
weekend. Yet his Mercedes
teammate, Kimi Antonelli,
still heads the drivers’
rankings by a good margin
and will fancy his chances of
extending his lead this
afternoon.

For all that Russell and
Lando Norris (who won at
Silverstone lastyearina
wet-dry epic) -are.popular on
their home turf, a win for
Lewis Hamllton at one of
British sport’s tentpole
occasions - this being a
prospect which feels closer
now than it has in years
-would surely prompt

| cheers in Northamptonshire

that would be heard all the
way down to one of his
houses in Monaco.

And who could rule out
Max Verstappen or Oscar
Piastri? It should be a
scorching day both on and
off the track, where Channel
4.and Sky go head-to-head
with their coverage, both
available free to air. Channel
4’s team is led by Steve
Jones, David Coulthard and
Claire Williams, while
Simon Lazenby, Martin
Brundle and Jenson Button
take the Wheel for Sky.

Gabriel Tate
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By Jonathan McEvoy

AT SILVERSTONE

WO threads of hope to
cling on to, Lewis

ilton fans. One is
that hged is the
unsurpassed conjuror
of Silverstone who
has won here on three
wheels and in conditions fit for
the Ark.

Secondly, when cornered and
despairing on a Saturday night, he
is apt to awake the next morning -
with renewed intent. No modern
driver, with the possible exception
of Max Verstappen, can more clin-
ically land a killer blow while
panting on the ropes.

So even as he sat glumly in the
post-qualifying press conference
last night contemplating the par-
ty-pooping credentials of
pole-sitter Kimi Antonelli, all is.
not lost for the anticipated record
175,000 crowd at today’s British
Grand Prix.

But let us not be fanciful, either.
The bare facts are these. Antonelli
qualified 0.175sec ahead of Ferra-
ri’s Charles Leclerc, who was sec-
ond quickest, and 0.347sec in front
of Hamilton, who was third best.
Antonelli’s pace over one lap
reflected his supreme speed in the
sprint earlier in the day. Starting
second, he zoomed past Hamilton,
who had started the dash from
first on the grid. The 19-year-old
had tracked Hamilton, cutting his
lead to below the one-second bar-
rier before pouncing along the
Hangar Straight and coming
through Stowe ahead. Ciao. |
It was an ominous sign for the
remainder of the weekend that he
then opened up a 2.7sec gap
between the pair of them at the
end. There was nothing Hamilton
could do. His Ferrari did not have
the poke to retaliate. Simple as
that. There is no sugarcoating the
fact, and Hamilton did not try to.
‘We couldn’t beat Kimi this
morning so nothing changes in
that respect,” he admitted. ‘We will
do our best to hold on to him. But
if he gets a clean run, he is off.’

Of his qualifying performance,
Hamilton explained: ‘I didn’t feel
there was more time in the car. In
run two, it was pretty decent but
there was a problem with my

PLEASED AS
PUNCH:

SUNDAY 05 JULY — IN PRINT

- Lewis Hamilton, right, is
among the Brits in action
at Silverstone (race
starts 3pm). Also today
Lord’s hosts England v

Australia in the
Cuj

Women’s T20 World

p Final (Sky
Cricket, 2.30pm).
Then

after Brazil v
Norway (ITV1, k.o.

9pm), if you still

have the energy, it’s
Mexico v England
(BBC1, k.o. 1am).
Sunday, C4, 1.30pm

(electrical engine) deployment,
and I lost three-tenths down the
back straight.”

What other strands of optimism
present themselves? Well, this old
World War Two airfield is as flat as
a pancake and the wind blows
unrestrained across its vast
grounds, as it did in yesterday’s
sun, prompting Hamilton to say,
somewhat hopefully: ‘T am hoping
for a good day tomorrow, such as
with the wind direction.

‘Who knows?’ he added. His old
mate — rain — is not forecast, so
we can 99 per cent rule out that
source of deliverance.

Away from the sprint and the
grand prix proper, is the small
matter of the LEGO race due to be
staged 90 minutes before the
lights go out. Hamilton said on
Thursday he would not take part.

He was irked he would not be
paid for his participation despite

LEGO being Formula One spon-
sors. He thought that unfair. F1
bosses privately retorted that the
money they secure trickles down
to the teams and through them
into driver salaries.

Anyway, Hamilton appeared to
have relented under pressure
from Ferrari, themselves leaned
upon by F1 bosses, and will drive
his toy car comprising 28,000

British Grand
GRID POSITION

-1 Kimi Antonelli 1min 28.111secs
2 Charles Lecerc W.l%

Lewis 47
% GeorgeRussell  +0.370
Tt o

bricks. It might offer his best
chance of victory, after all.

Still annoyed by the stunt, he
served up a grudging single sen-
tence: ‘Everything is as normal
tomorrow.’

Hamilton is 47 points behind
Antonelli after nine rounds of 22,
though the Italian’s nearest pur-
suer is Mercedes team-mate
George Russell, 43 points back. He

Prix

TODAY 3pm: Live (Sky Sports & Channel 4). 12.20am: Highlights (Channel 4),

qualified fourth, the position in
which he finished the sprint.

Nothing clicking, Russell lost
control early in qualifying at Luff-
ield. Thankfully, the long gravel
run-off slowed down his Silver
Arrow. He merely clipped the bar-
rier and returned to the pits for a
new front wing. ‘That’s very
strange,’ said Russell. ‘T've never
locked up there in my career.’

His post-session verdict was
hardly more encouraging. ‘I am
losing speed down the straights
more than Kimi and we don’t know
why,’ he said. ‘’m on the back foot.”

Lando Norris was sixth fastest
for a McLaren team he said was in
‘a pickle’, Arvid Lindblad finished
ninth for Racing Bulls and Ollie
Bearman 14th for Haas.

So it falls Hamilton’s way to
spring a surprise on behalf of the
patriotic. But, as he was saying, he
needs the wind at his back.
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FROM DANIEL MOXON AT
SILVERSTONE

' BRITISH hopes for Silverstone
glory face a chase for victory
today after all the home heroes
were foiled by Kimi Antonelli.

Lewis Hamilton was gunning for his
second pole of the weekend but his
best effort was good enough only for

third, behind Ferrari team-mate
Charles Leclerc.

He has won nine times here before
and his hunt for a 10th begins along-
side George Russell (left), who has
never even stood on the Silverstone

Jpodium, on the second

Both were upstaged by Antonem.-

at Silverstone as home heroes set
for battle with Mercedes in front

who en;oyed a perfect Saturday, win-
ning the Sprint beforé placing himself
well for more success today.

The talented teenager is popular
but most of the record 565,000 ex-
pected crowd across this'weekend

3 wantmseeat‘mrdcomecmveBnnsh

winner of this Grand Prix.

‘A Hamilton victory would be the
fairy tale - asAnmnellK said last night,
while the others are well liked, the
seven-time world champion is “kind
of alegend around here”.

But while an upbeat Leclerc said

“victory is “definitely the target’,
. Hamilton was morose abor

out his
chances having been powerless to

SUNDAY 05 JULY — IN PRINT

keep Antonelli behind earlier in the
day. “I'm not trying to be negative, but
the Mercedes is just flat-out quicker,”
he said.

“He’s just gone way quicker [in qual- -

ifying] than I did yesterday. So noth-
ing’s changed between this morning,
and nothing will change between
today and tomorrow.

“We'll do our best to hold on to!
them but, ultimately, ifhe getsa clean
run hell be gone.

“If we're not able to get h!m on the
first lap, he will just disappear into the
distance”

Reflecting how muich of this season
has gone so far, Russell spent the

" PATS THE
WAY TO DO IT

whole day txymg but failing, to match
the pace set by his teenage team-mate.
He couldn't get past Lando Norris in
the troubled McLaren to reach the top
three in the Sprint, and was nearly
four-tenths of a second down on An- -
tonellis polelap.

He revealed afterwards how a mys-
tery engine issuie slowing him down in
the straights has so far derailed his
latest attempt to win onhome soil.

Russell said: “We thought we found
the issue this morning but it turned
out to be a bit of a bum read.

- “Looking at the speed traps, it was
6kph down in the last sector, 3kph
down in the middle sector. It’s not just

Page 1 of 2
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show at Silverstone. The exemplary
know what's crowd has left an impression on An- [
‘sure, it makes it a bit frus ot > SR 2’
“It worries me going into [the race]
‘because, at the moment, we don't know
- what theissue is and how we're goingto
 resolve it. e
~“The team will work hard to see if
there's anything we can change and
maybe figure out the issue” . on
Failure to do so will surely see Russell,
43 points of Antonelli in the cham-
pionship heading into the race, slip fur-
therbehind. =
 Ifthereis anyill feeling among British
fans towards the Italian for upstagin;
Russell so far this year, it hasn't been o1

Page 2 of 2
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Driver Lando Norris
and inset left,-Tasha.
Inset right, James

Lando in the
driver's seat
at Grand Prix

LANDO Norris revs up for today’s
British Grand Prix by arriving for
qualifying in a vintage sports car.

The F1 McLaren ace was joined by
stars James Norton and Tasha Ghouri
for yesterday’s high-octane fun. Happy
Valley actor James, 40, was a guest of

the Audi F1 team at Silverstone while
former Strictly contestant Tasha, 27,
brought a touch of glamour to the pit
lane in a personalised red corset top.

Mercedes driver Kimi Antonelli will
start on pole position for this
afternoon's event.




KIMI ANTONELLI dubbed Lewis
Hamilton as the “legend” of
_Silverstone, despite his own
perfectly-executed Italian job
for pole position at the British
Grand Prix.

The home crowd had hoped one
of the five Brits racing would take
the top. position at the front of the
grid for today’s Fl race.

!‘-lamilton drew firsltfy:;lnodbvgith
ole in sprint qualifyin efore
PAm‘.onelli wgn thstqrace. g

And it proved to be a repeat

-fo as e champi i
l’eader d a time three-tent!
faster than seven-time world champ
Hamilton and Antonelli’s’ Mercedes
team-mate George Russell.

In fact, the British pair were also._

outdone by harles
Leclerc as the Fen'an
sweetheart completed the
front row of the grid.

Hamilton (left) who has
won more British GPs
than anyone in history
with nine, cast a sull
figure in the press con-
ference after.

But Antonelli was full
of love for the home
hero and said: “It is
incredible to see how

UNDAY 05 JULY - IN PRINT

NUMERO UNO ...
Antonelli aft
for to

Italian Kimi
ning pole position
sh Grand Prix

KIM LOVES
LEWIS, T00

Antonelli hails ‘legend’” Hamilton

straight. I struggled more this ses-
sion with the car, there was a lot
more oversteer.”
also any
chance of a Ferrari vxc this aft-
ernoon, adding: “We couldn't [beat
them] this morning so don't think
that changes a lot.
They went way quicker. Nothing

articular.

a legend

here, well actually he is

the legend here around

Sillverstone ucio 1 ttihmk the crowd
give you si ositive ene:

Hamilton, ﬂ,pwa: supporrgzd from

the Ferrari addock by mum,

Carmen Larbalestier, and paternal

half-brother Nicholas.
But it was the father of 19-year-
old Anlonalll Marco, who was

s his son at the
kont of fie grid.

And it meant Mercedes continued
their run of taking pole at every
race this season, with Antonelli now
on five compared to Russell’s four.

Asked whether he felt he could
better

have recorded a time,
Hamilton said: “Not particularly. Run
two was pretty decent then I lost
hni‘z' [energy] deployment and lost

tha

3 threo—tenths ta them

now,
and nothing will change hetween
today and tomorrow.

“We'll do our best to hold on to
them but ultimately if he [A.ntonelh]
gets a clean run he will win.

Russell's nightmare Silverstone

weekend looked set to

he was d in 17th in sprint

when he locked up to into the
ravel and wall on the final corner
efore the start-finish line in QI
But the 28-year-old only ended up
kissing the wall, allowing him to
limp back to the pits.

He was joined in off-track

an
escapade by Alpine’s Franco Cola-
pinto, who lost control of his car at

Chapel and went over the grass but
was not afforded the luxury of
another run as he qualified in 19th.
Meanwhile, Ollie Bearman
enjoyed better fortune than on
by progressing into Q2 after

:Lahfymg but only managed 14th for
e full race.

Antonelli had a lock up at the
start of Q2 that threatened to com-
promise his run. But the teen was
undeterred and was over a tenth of
a second quicker than Leclerc in
second — a sign of things to come.

Lando Norris also squeezed into
03, and went on to qualify in s
with Max Verstappen in seventh.

Norris' McLaren team-mate Oscar
Piastri came slght.h. with Isack
Hadjar the surprise package of the
session with an impressive fifth.

LANDO SWEARS BY IT

LANDO NORRIS swore at his McLaren team
despite bagging a podium as Kimi Antonelli

Ileld off Lewis Ihmllhn in the sprint race.
The British reigning champion, 26, was left
frustrated as George Russell caught up with
Illm on ﬂn closing laps at Silverstone.
Norris (left) shot off the line like a bullet to
help him sal third after starting in sixth.
he crossed the line he

fumed:

‘Qoodnb,bml“*mnms,ltt'sgdltrldﬂ

for once please!”

When asked where the

By ISABELLE BARKER

plunnﬂy surprised him, Norris bluntly said

in his post-race interview: “Nowh

got a good start off the line. I was fighting

the car everywhere. Some

be doing
M-reodos

ere. | just

issues we should
a better ‘m on, it's quite simple.”
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‘Stupid' to
redict a
ndo win

}Y DANIEL MOXON
.ANDO NORRIS said it
vould be “stupid” to
magine he could secure
rack-to-back Silverstone
vins today.

He won his home race
or the first time last year
in route to championship
llory.

But this time he's
ontesting the British
srand Prix with an.
inderpowered Mercedes
ngine and a McLaren car
vhich hasn't responded to
Ipgrades as hoped.

He is sixth on the grid
rith little optimism about
mproving that position.

“We're just slow,” Norris
aid bluntly.

*I thought we'd improved
he car in some areas, but
re're slow in every
traight and every corner.

“The car is not very
fficient - we lack
lownforce and ﬂ;{re's too
nuch drag. So yeah, we're
1a pickle.

“This is also a track
thich highlights both of
hem, where you need to
e efficient.”

Norris admits he didn't
know how" he finished
hird in the Sprint.

- He thinks today he could
old off Max Verstappen,
tarting one place behind,
nd get the better of Isack
ladjar in the other Red
ull ahead.

He added: “We'll try to
eat the Red Bulls and
1at's the best we can ask
or. To beat the cars that
re seven-tenths quicker -
woth the Ferraris and the
fercedes - that's just a bit
tupid.”

Cool Kimi grabS afitipole, butBrit
legend isin his rear-view mirror

eyeing record 10th Silverstoruin

N

|
:
:
N

SILVER
DR AMING
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| BRITISH
GRAND PRIX

ilverstone
LEWIS HAMILTON is

row.
Teen sensation Kimi
- Antonelli (below) produced

Championship lead
further in his pursm): of

Hamilton was
gunning for his second
pole of the
‘weekend but his
best effort was
only go od
enough for third,
behind Ferrari
team-mate
Charles Leclerc.

He has won
nine times here
before and his hunt
for a 10th victory

B begins alongside George

Russell, who has never even
stood on the Silverstone
podium, on the second row.
Both were upstaged by
Antonelli who had a perfect
Saturday, placing himself
well for more success today.
The talented teenager is

opular but most of the

cord 565,000 expected

across this weekend

nt to see a third

‘consecutive British winner of mq
ﬂusGrande'.

champ:on is “kind
of a legen’d around
here”. But while an

fow profife since but it is undcrst&od he

upbeat Leclerc \
deﬁmtely the

gone way quicker
in quahfymg than I did
yesterday. So nothing’s
changed between thls

y four-tenths of a
szel:nddowno Aﬂwﬂﬂhs

morning, and
change between tod.ay and
tOmorrow.

“Well do eunbestto.hpld: ‘straights has so far derailed
 on to them but, ultimately, if hxs!mstautempttowmm
he gets a clean run, hell be home soil.
gone. Russell said: “We thoug

“If were not ab%gto w%etnhnn we found the issue
on the ﬁrstlap, just morning, it turned o
disappear into the distance” bea bit ofa bum read. H::nq’o;:

a mystery engine issue

had with his ri over the years.

is the Italian for upstaging i

)ust to Kum, it’s to all

es-powered cars. We
donchmwwhats going on.
Fm: sure, it makes it a bit

slowing him down in the -

Antonelli heading into the
race, slip further behind.

If there is any ill-feeling
t among British fans towards

Raussell so far this year, it
hasn’t been on show at

Silverstone.

- And the crowd has left an
impression on Antonelli, 19.

He said: “This weekend is
probably one of the most
special, alongside Monza,
because the crowd is
amazing, It's incredible to see
how much support there is
for everyone. 3

“It’'s such a positive energy
that it just makes the
weekend so special as well”

Page 2 of 2
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FORMULM champ Lando Norrls tums heads at sllveystone by arr!vmg
ina classtaguar

s cheering at the British o

Grand Prix as he raced to a brilliant pole positi

Itis estimated more 500,000 fans will attend the Grand Prix over this
weekend - with most rooting for a Hamilton win in his Ferrari.

The racing legend had fans buzzing as he pipped Mercedes’ Kimi
Antonelli to the top spot. F1 legend Martin Brundle said: * ewis made the
difference. That was a classic Lewis Hamilton Silverstone lap ! Among
celebs at the track was Tasha Ghourl whoshot to fame on Love Island.
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Hamilton, Russell and Norris left
in the shade as Antonelli shines

The Italianwins
the sprintand
qualifies on
pole for today’s
showdown,
writes Matt
Majendie at
Silverstone

record 565,000 are
expected through
the turnstiles at
Silverstone this
weekend, the majority
of them hoping for
a hat-trick of British winners at the
birthplace of Formula 1.

That and the more fanciful
ambition of a first all-British
podium in Formula 1 since 1968
look likely to have a major spanner
in the works in the form of the
diminutive Kimi Antonelli.

And the same could be said of
Lewis Hamilton’s quest to close the
gap in the championship race and
have aspirations for that outright

record eighth world title in 2026 on

the evidence of Saturday’s on-track
action.

After enduring two challenging
races, normal service was resumed
for championship leader Antonelli
and nor did it come with any
particular exuberance of youth in
‘winning the sprint race and then

topping qualifying for the grand
TiX.

Instead, in the sprint he was
‘happy to bide his time rather
than rush an audacious passing

on Hami’
First, he feigned an attempt at
Brooklands before sealing the
move at Stowe. Even his post-race

message in victory, a muted, “Let’s _Z

g0, let’s go,” seemed to add to his
growing sense of maturity.

It was a performance in stark
contrast to his 19 years and
his two closest challengers,
teammate George Russell
and the man he replaced at
Mercedes, Hamilton, will >
have taken note.

Of that pair,
Hamilton looks
the brighter
prospect
to posea
championship
challenge
despite the ease

‘with which he was picked off by

Antonelli. Although Russell returned

to winning ways at the last race,

for most of this season he has been

repeatedly eclipsed by a driver he

fully expected to be his understudy
. this season.

his first birthday when Hamilton
made his British Grand Prix debut.
In the subsequent years, the 41-year-
old has won his home grand prix
nine times. The tens of thousands
packing out Silverstone would
dearly love that to go into double
digits but that appears a hard ask.
Instead, Antonelli is increasingly

teenager under
=~ Antonelli’s race
helmet when
team boss Toto
‘Wolff asked if he was
happy to have to push
for the fastest lap despite
it not earning him a point
as it would in Sunday’s
 full grand prix. In

g warmly in agreement.
1t is worth

¥ remembering that he
had still not celebrated

to play the part of the
champion elect with his pace, race
craft and general sense that this is
where he belongs, as though it was
his birthright.

As if to back up that point, he was
again a class apart in qualifying.
Russell had set an early pole marker
in Q3 but his teammate didn’t just
beat it but took more than three-
tenths of a second off that as if
to highlight the current disparity
between the pair. And to further
compound Russell’s misery, the
Ferraris of Charles Leclerc and
Hamilton both eclipsed his time to
leave him fourth for Sunday’s grand
prix start.
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Kimi Antonelli,
left, is in pole
position for

the world
championship
after five race
wins already this
seasorn.

Simon Galloway/Getty

Observer

Back in the sprint race Hamilton
had just about kept Antonelli at
bay off the start line, but hopes of
keeping position all the way to the
chequered flag were slowly eroded,
lap after lap making it seem like he
‘was hunted prey.

On lap eight, he hinted he
‘Wwas trying to pass Hamilton at
Brooklands but the older man used
his power boost to initially defend
before Antonelli scythed passed
moments later at Stowe.

As Antonelli put it, he then “tried
to get into the thythm and try to
break the overtake he had”. Once
he was a second clear, the duel was
over.

Having stretched his advantage
over Russell to 43 points in the
championship standings, he said:

“Obviously the momentum is
there and we’re doing a great job
with the team but we can’t let out
guard lower because Lewis and
Ferrari are doing an incredible
job, and Red Bull and McLaren are
coming, and George is doing an
amazing job.

‘We need to keep raising the bar
and keep delivering performances.”

One wonders where the ceiling
is for Antonelli. On the evidence
currently, the sky’s the limit and he
is the championship favourite for
good reason even with much of the
season left to run.

It might not have been the all-
British podium those in the packed
stands had hoped for but Hamilton
led home a British 2-3-4 ahead of
Lando Norris and Russell in the
sprint.

In a frantic start to the race, there
were all manner of changed places
behind the top two before they all
seemed to settle into a natural order
to the finish.

Defending champion Norris aired
his frustration at his left rear tyre
faltering while also taking umbrage
‘when his race engineer Will Joseph
told him to conserve fuel late on.
The reality was it didn’t affect his
position and, on reflection, he was
happy with P3 after some previous
difficulties.

As for Hamilton, he again has his
sights on trying to upset Antonelli
but he is still very much the chaser
in the championship battle. As he
put it, “We've got work to do to close
the gap so we can keep up.”

Antonelli and Hamilton share
a close bond - unlike their team
bosses who were loggerheads prior
to the sprint. Wolff had declared his
surprise at Ferrari’s ability to bring
so many upgrades in this cost-cap

era.
" The usually affable Fred Vasseur
responded with an angry rebuke,
taking umbrage at what he deemed
to be a cheating accusation.

“When Red Bull is developing or
when Mercedes is developing, they
are genius,” Vasseur said.

“When we are developing,
‘we are cheating. I don’t know
if it was a joke! If you think
that we overshoot the cost
cap, for me it’s going into this
direction [of cheating]”

‘Who wins the war of words
between Ferrari and Mercedes
remains to be seen.

Currently on track, there’s only
one winner.

Lewis Hamilton,
below, qualified
third at
Silverstone —a
race that he has
won a record
nine times
before.

Mark /t

!

observer.co.uk [‘
05.07.26 7

British racing is in rude health,
but Hamilton’s story still grips us

The 41-year-
old haswon
nine times at
Silverstone - the
most thatany
driverhaswon
asingle Flrace

Jessy Parker Humphreys
Silverstone

Outside Milton Keynes Central sta-
tion, the flags fluttered in the breeze
as fans queued up to pack on to
the buses that would take them to
Silverstone. It is British Grand Prix
‘weekend and adorning the flags are
the faces of a select group of driv-
ers. Lewis Hamilton, Lando Norris,
George Russell, Ollie Bearman and
Arvid Lindblad provide a smorgas-
bord of British talent for home fans
to throw their support behind. Even
with that many to choose from, there
is one arguably absentee in Alex
Albon, who grew up in Suffolk but
represents Thailand.

British racing has not been so well
represented on the Formula 1 grid
since 2002, when David Coulthard,
Eddie Irvine, Jenson Button, Anthony
Davidson and Allan McNish were all
drivers. Yet what has made this season
feel so exceptional is the sheer quality
of the drivers involved. Nowhere was
that clearer than in Barcelona three
‘weeks ago when there was an entirely
British podium for the first time since
1968. Back then it was Jackie Stewart,
Graham Hill and John Surtees at the
United States Grand Prix. Fast for-
ward 58 years and it was Hamilton,
Russell and Norris.

To und d how that

feat is, the last time any country man-
aged it was 1983, when there was an
all-French podium in San Marino.
‘With Norris as the reigning world
champion at McLaren, Russell in the
best car at Mercedes and Hamilton
Mercedes’s biggest challenger at
Ferrari, this all-British podium is no

accident, even if the trio did bene-

fit from championship leader Kimi
Antonelli crashing in Spain.

It is unsurprising that British

dnvets ‘would be well represented

tors are based here. But clearly in
comparison to past years, this is
a uniquely strong crop.

Silverstone’s growing pop-
ularity year on year can be
lumped in with the show
that sent Formula One

Survive, That opened
L up the personalities
of the drivers to fans,
allowing them to

connect in a way that
had in the past been
fleeting. In many ways

Formula One is a far superior televi-
sion sport, given the limited vantage
point available from a seat in the
stands. The sheer speed of the cars
going past gives a terrifying sense of
what hurtling around the course is
like, but that is an adrenaline rush
rather than a way of being able to fol-
low the race coherently. The blobbed
helmets of the drivers move on before
the eyes can focus.

Into that void then, nationality
becomes an even stronger motivator.
‘With different slices of British cul-
ture represented, fans love and hate
through their own understanding of
the societal indicators of the drivers.

[For some, Norris is seen as the nepo
baby who managed to keep his com-
posure to win lastyear, but for others,
the sight of a posh man being able to
speak honestly about his feelings tugs
at the heart strings. Ollie Bearman’s

will inspire similar feel-

-background:
ings, but his wide-eyed babyface

forces a quick Google to check if he is
actually old enough to be doing this.

Then there is George Russell.
Given the car he is driving this sea-
son, and a face that screams private
school, it is easy to laugh at the ‘expec-
tation he must surely have had this
year. Russell has still never made the
podium at Silverstone, failing to fin-
ish the race two years ago when he
started on pole. He qualified in P4 this
year, behind both the Ferraris and his
teammate Antonelli.

Arvid Lindblad represents the
story of migration to this country.
His Indian mother’s family fled the
Partition before she settled here. He
has impressed in his rookie season
with Racing Bulls, aged 18, finishing
in P9 in qualifying at Silverstone.

And then, of course, there is
Hamilton, the man who has been
most embraced by this circuit and has
embraced it back. Across his career,
Hamilton has made Silverstone
look like the go-karting tracks of
his youth, winning the race nine
times. Hamilton’s career is littered
with records; his love affair with this
place is just another one, but it rep-
resents the most wins at one track
of any driver. He had started on pole
for the sprint race but could only fin-
ish second after he was overtaken by
Antonelli. But it was the lap he put
down in sprint qualifying to get that
pole that was the best reminder of the
sprinkle of magic he finds here.

Hamilton’s story is well worn after
his two decades in Formula One, but
no one better fulfills the idea that
someone can do anything they set
their mind to in sport, even with the
significant financial barriers that are
in place in this one. It is why even as
the other Brits might catch the eye
of the more than half a million peo-
ple who will come through the gates
across the entire weekend, Hamilton
will surely forever be the one that is
rooted for most.
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Picko(tthay
~ Live Formula 1: BritlshGrand
PriX Channel 4, 2.30pm (race 3pm)

The season’s ninth race, and the Brits
are in - or crowding - the driver’s seat.
Barcelona last month saw the first all-UK
podium in five decades, with Lewis T
Hamilton triumphing, followed by George
Russell and Lando Norris. Russell went one
better two weeks later in Austria, bestmg
his Mercedes team-mate Kimi Antonelli.
With Russell ranked second in the driver
standings, to Hamilton’s third and Norrls’ ;
ﬁfth,wﬂhtbe a third Brit ch
rayerinthreey&rsatSﬂvetstone’?CMc =
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1 FROM MEL MOXON AT
ILVERSTONE

BRITISH hopes for sllverstone

~ who enjoyed a perfect Saturday, win-

ning the Sprint before placing himself
well for more success wday

The talented teenager is popular
but most of rhe record 565,000 ex-

o pected crowd across this weeken
rhis  want to see a third ive British

B‘mmng i
second pole of the weekend but his
best effort was good enough only for
third, behind Ferrari team-mate
Charles Leclerc.

He has won nine times here before
and his hunt for a 10th begins along-
side George Russell (left), who has

SSIST

FORMULA ONE BRITISH GRAND

AR

keep Antonelli behind earlier in the

_ day. “I'm not trying to be negative, but

the Mercedes is just flat-out quicker,”
he said.

“Hes just gone way quicker [in qual-
ifying] than I did yesterday. So noth-

winner of this Grand Prix.
would be the
i said last night,
while the others are well liked, the

an upbeat Léderc said

never even stood on the Silvi
podium, on the second row.
Both were upstaged by Antonelli

victory is “definitely the target”,

‘Hamilton was morose about his

to

h ‘having been p

ing's ch d between this m
and nothing will change between
today and tomorrow.

“We'll do our best to hold on to
them but, ultimately, ifhe ger.s aclean
run he'll be gone.

“Ifwe'e not able to get hxm on the
first lap, he will just disappear into the
distance”

Reflecting how much of this season
has gone so far, Russell spent the

- PATS THE
WAY TO DO IT

Lewis Hamilton
congratulates Kimi
Antonelli on his
pole position
- o

o Y Lls LE

Nz FNIS |
ES;-{ 1= )

whole day trying, but failing, to match
the pace set by his teenage team-mate.
He couldn't get past Lando Norris in
the troubled McLaren to reach the top
three in the Sprint, and was nearly
four-tenths of a second down on An-
tonelli’s pole lap. -

He revealed afterwards how a mys-
tery engine issue slowing him down in
the straights has so far derailed his
latest attempt to win on home soil.

Russell said: “We thought we found
the issue this morning but it turned
out to be a bit of a bum read.

“Looking at the speed traps, it was
6kph down in the last sector, 3kph

~ down in the middle sector. Its not just
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PRIX' WHIzz KID LAYS DOWN A MARKER

g LANDO NORRIS said it

would be “stupid” to

hasn't responded to :
upgrades as hoped. )
The result? Sixth on the-

grid and little optimism

imagine he could secure -
ot

back-to-back Sil
wmsmlavu

He won his home race
or the first time last year

en route to championship
glory.

about improving that
position today. £
“We're just slow,” Norris
bove) said bluntly. |
thought we'd improved.the

car but we're slow in every

here where you rely u
drag and that's where

contesting the British
Grand Prix with an
underpom—..—., ferce

ry.
But this time he's

straight and every corne
“The car is not very
efflclent we lack

“This s also a track
“which \ highlights
“both of them,

o
PETRONAS

INEC

toKimi, it’s to all the Mercedes-powered
cars. We don't know what's going on. For
sure, it makes it a bit frustrating, -

“It worries me going into [the race]
because, at the moment, we don't know
what the issue is and how weTe going to
resolve it.

“The team will work hard to see if

there’s anything we can change and
maybe figure out the issue.”
Failure to do so will surely see Russell,
43 points adrift of Antonelli in the cham-
pionship heading into the race, slip fur-
ther behind.
If there is any ill feeling among British
" fans towards the Italian for upstaging
Russell so far this year, it hasn't been on

S

show at Silverstone. The exemplary
crowd has left an u:npressmn on An-
tonelli.

He said: “This weekend is probably
one of the most special, alongmde

-Monza, because the crowd is amazing.
It's incredible to see how much support
there is for everyone.

“The crowd gives you such a positive
energy and to see people waiting just to
see you, and to maybe get an autograph
or a picture, it's just incredible.

“It’s such a positive energy that it just
makes the weekend so special as well.

“T've got a very special home race,
Monza, but this one is definitely very
special too”

SUNDAY 05 JULY — IN PRINT

DAILY STAR SUNDAY, Sunday, July 5, 2026 a7

Vinright
ontime

in'his battle with Tadej Pogacar as
victory in the opening team time trial in
Barcelona put him in the yellow jersey.
Vingegaard (above) took 12 seconds
out of his great rival on the 19.6km
circuit, delivering victory for Visma-
Lease a Bike and donning yellow for
the first time since he won the Tour
 for the second time in 2023.
UAE Team Emirates’ Pogacar, who
is seeking a record-equalling fifth
~Tour crown this summer, had to settle
 for the third fastest time on the day

 with Ineos rider Filippo

OUTSTANDING
Antonelli salutes.
his Sprint victory

CHRISTIAN'S MIS

CHRISTIAN HORNER is set to
crash the Silverstone partv
today as he gears up for
first paddock appearance since
his Formula One exit.

He was relieved of his
Red Bull duties just two
days after the British
Grand Prix last July.

The 52-year-old (inset)
has kept a largely fow
profile since - but it's
understood he'll be back in

front of the cameras at
Silverstone today, having
yesterday announced his
memoir will be refeased in
October.
The book, titled ‘DRIVE’,
will telf stories from his
20 years in charge of
Red Bull and will
probably contain details
of his run-ins with rivals.
Horner continues to work on
areturn to F1.

Ganna sphttlnq the pair, eight seconds -
behind Vingegaard's time.

Vingegaard, second to Pogacar in
each of the last two Tours after injury-
disrupted build-ups, travelled to
Barcelona on the back of his Giro
d'ltalia win in May.

“It’s still a long Tour but its the

- perfect start,” said the Dane. "My

‘team-mates did an amazing job today.
‘They were so strong, | didn't have
do much, they just drove me all the
to the finish.

- “To take the yellow jersey for me
personally after a few years without
it, a few hard years, it's nice for me.”

Britain's Tom Pidcock, back at the
Tour with Pinarello Q36.5, sits 18th
overall, 57 seconds down.

BERND REVS

'UP BMW BID

BERND WIESBERGER and Michael
Hollick edged ahead of a congested
leaderboard to share a one-shot lead
after the third round of the BMW
International Open.

Wiesberger (inset)
overcame an early bogey
with six birdies in his 67
to set the clubhouse
target of 13 under,
matched only by the 4
South African at Golfclub
Munchen Eichenried.

Hollick finished on a three-under 69,
with the pair one shot ahead of
Mexico's Carlos Ortiz.

's Thomas
carded the lowest round of the day
with his 65 to sit in a share of fourth
at 11 under.

" SUPERBIKES
'BRAD RAY finally celebrated his first
‘victory of the year at Snetterton
yesterday as he became the first
non-Ducati rider to win a British
Superbike race this season.
~ Raceways Yamaha rider Ray

* (above) said: "Wins are not coming

too easily this year so we've got to

appreciate them when they come.
“Everyone is saying the Yamaha

»nsn'!ablmto win, but we've proved it

- canand we'll be ﬂghtmg for every win

we can now.”
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REALIST Lando Norris

redicta
ando win

BY DANIEL MOXON
LANDO NORRIS said it
would be “stupid” to
imagine he could secure
back-to-back Silverstone
wins today.

He won his home race for
the first time last year en
route to' championship
glory.

But this time he’s :
contesting the British Grand

l Prix with an underpowered
Mercedes engine and a
McLaren car which hasn't
responded to upgrades as
hoped.

He is sixth on the grid
with little optimism about
improving that position.

“We're just slow Norris
said bluntly.

"I thought we'd improved
the car in some areas, but
we're slow in every straight
and every corner.

* _ "The car is not very

, efficient - we lack
downforce and there's too
much drag. So yeah, we're
in a pickle.

"This is also a track
which highlights both of
them, where you need to be
efficient.”

Norris admits he didn't
“know how" he finished
third in the Sprint.

_ He thinks today he could

‘ hold off Max Verstappen,
starting one place behind,
and get the better of Isack

Hadjar in the other Red Bull -

ahead.

He added: “We' II tryto
beat the Red Bulls and
that's the best we can ask
for. To beat the cars that
are seven-tenths quicker -
both the Ferraris and the
Mercedes - that's just a bit
stupid.”

Hupid to

FORMULA ONE: ROUND NINE

LEWIS U

Cool Kimi grabsafiftipole, butri

legend isin his rear-view mirror

he)eing record

0th Silv

SILVER
DREAMING
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upbeat Leclerc sai

deﬁmtel

: bpular but most of (:he

rd 565,000 expected

hdly .n.-.usq..' "anm""" ~ crowd across this weekend
home heroes were denied Want to see a third

to
pole

nshhe stol:xtendhu
Championship
irther in his puysuit

BUNUIHG:
| pole of the,
‘weekend but his
best effort was
only good
e 4
behind Ferrari
team-mate
Charles Leclerc.
He has won
nine times here §
before and his hunt
for a 10th victory

u m:e

low profile since but it is understood he

the many run-ir

had with his rivs
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4

.gust to Kimi, iﬁs to -all ‘

bably
ial, alongside Monza,
cal sé the crowd is

g, It's incredible to see -

for everyone.

~“It’s such a positive energy §
that it just makes the
‘weekend so special as well”

BERND REVS
UP BMW BID

BERND WIESBERGER and Michael
Hollick edged ahead of a congested
leaderboard to share a one-shot lead
after the third round of the BMW

with the pair one shot ahead of
Mexico's Carlos Ortiz.
Thomas Rosenmueller

carded the lowest round of the day

with his 65 to sit in a share of fourth
at 11 under.
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 Butit was favourite Lewis who had the crowds qhgering at the En’dsg
Grand Prix as he raced to a brilliant pole positio

Itis estimated more 500,000 fans will attend the
weekend - with most rooting for a Hamilton winii

* difference. That w d"a&k Lewis Hamilton Silverstone lap.” Among
celebs at the track was Tasha Ghouri, who shot to fame on Love Island.
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FROM DANIEL MOXON AT SILVERSTONE

LEWIS HAMILTON declared it an

“amazing surprise” to be on
pole for today’'s Silverstone
Sprint race.

The home hero sent the
grandstands wild by pipping Kimi
Antonelli to top spot by just 11 =
milliseconds despite a small error
on the final couple of corners.

And a roar of approval rang
around the circuit as Hamilton'’s name
shot to the top of the timesheets.

He wore a beaming smile as he said:
“Tlove this place, I love this crowd”

As fellow Brits George Russell, inset,
and Lando Norris managed only fifth
and sixth respectively, the undisputed
king of Silverstone stepped up once
again to deliver for the locals.

Not that the nine-time British Grand
Prix winner anticipated as much.

Hamilton said: “We didn’t expect
coming to Silverstone that we would
be competing for the front row — we
really, really didn’t.

“So this is an amazing surprise.
I'm ecstatic” 3

He will line up alongside Antonelli
on the front row — Max Verstappen is
behind them - and expressed pride in
his team after getting the better of both
of them despite still, he believes, being
down on engine strength.

He said: “WeTe ahead of Mercedes.
These guys and the Red Bulls, they
have so much power.

“They've been doing amazing all

year, the boys in blue this

But my team just kee
pushing and that’s
what I'm so proud of.
“The car felt really

the factory for just
continuing to push.
“We've got tiny little
bits here.

“Every single weekend we're showing
up with something... just everyone's
pushed to the max and so I'm really
grateful to get that pole”

That constant stream of Ferrari
upgrades has become a bone of
contention with Hamilton'’s former
team Mercedes.

Toto Wolff last week said he was ‘a
little bit surprised Ferrari can throw
these huge updates at the car in the
way they do’, given Formula One teams
are subject to a budget cap.

This year it is set at £161million
and Hamilton's former boss said he
thinks Ferrari “need to be running
out of money soon... because we can't
do that”.

Frederic Vasseur took exception
to those comments, bringing them
up yesterday as he said he found
them “quite ironic, coming from Toto
and Mercedes”.

The Frenchman fumed: “When Red
Bull are developing or when Mercedes are
developing, they are geniuses. When
we are developing, we are cheating.

“You have to calm down with this.
‘We didn't bring more parts than Red
Bull or another team. I don't know if it
was a joke”

When he was asked if he felt Wolff
had accused Ferrari of cheating,
Vasseur added: “If you think that we
overshoot the cost cap, for me it is
going in this direction.

The Ferrari chief admitted he has not
spoken privately to Wolff, with whom
he has a generally good relationship,
about the matter. He laughed and said:
“I think it was better to wait to speak’”

SILVER
SERVICE

Hamilton delighted
British fans with
his performance

for Ferrari
yesterday

LEWIS

Hamilton thrills Silverstone
fans with shock Sprint pole
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YOUR COMPLETE BRITISH
CRAND PRIX PREVIEW

\The\home hers‘js fi*es"t‘
moments at Silverstone, p32

By MattJames

Mercedes racer George
Russellis determined
to kick-start his 2026
Formula 1 World
Championship

aims with a strong
performancein

this weekend’s

British Grand Prix

at Silverstone.

The 28-year-old’s best
finish in the UK’’s headline
race s fifth place in 2023.
His win in the Austrian
Grand Prix last weekend
hasrevitalised his
title charge

Hessits second points
behind his Mercedes
team-mate Kimi
Antonelli, with Ferrari’s
Lewis Hamilton in third
place in the standings.
After winning at
the Red Bull Ring last
weekend, Mercedes racer
Russell said: “I can’t wait
for this weekend because
it’s the best race weekend
of the year, but once
- the helmet s on, for
me, it’s just another race.

“I’m not going to put
any additional pressure on
/ myself, and I’m not going
antsa e . to be too relaxed either.
mevictory b : That’s just the mentality I

= b St fiomaa Shasis - wantand I need to have.”

THE SUPPORTING CAST RETROSPECTIVE

YOUR GUIDE TO WHEN BRITONS
F1 ACADEMY, F2 ' g RULED THE PODIUM &
AND F3 CLASHES [l W AT BRITISH GP |

We look at the supporting events A reflection on the 1964 British
ahead of Silverstone p31 Grand Prix at Brands Hatch p34
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RULE, BRITANNIA

- In the midst of World Cup fever, the British Grand Prix
- usually delivers a home win for the patriotic crowd,
- but who will succeed this year? By James Boben‘s

ol

PETRONAS

ound in 2026

Russell storegainsome

astyear Silverstone
reported a record
crowd of halfa
million spectators
acrossits four
days, with a similar
attendance expected
this coming weekend.
Across thatnumber,
expectathree-way split between fans
dressed in silver, papayaand scarlet,
with another section backing the rest.
The candidates for British GP glory
this year are Mercedes’ George Russell,
McLaren’s Lando Norris and Ferrari’s
Lewis Hamilton, but we must not forget
the likes of Ollie Bearman (Haas),
Alex Albon (Williams) and rookie
Arvid Lindblad (Racing Bulls), who
will also want to perform on home turf.
Asthe spotlight of the

Norris will head to Silverstone without
the weight of expectation that may have
affected previous visits, except, of
course, for putting a smile on the faces
ofthe fans in his grandstand at Stowe.

McLaren did the right thing,
sacrificing development on its 2026
car to ensure Norris had the equipment
to fend offa charging Max Verstappen
last year. And although he hasn’t had
the best machinery so far, the high
development rate has seen McLaren
come to the fore inrecent races.

He was in contention in Miami, third
on the grid in Canada, and a podium in
Barcelona proved the pace is almost
there. But as Russell has discovered,
reliability with the Mercedes battery
has caused the power unit to falter.

A double DNS in China, and more

lins in Monaco, underlined

world shines on Silverstone, let’s
consider who has the best chance

the issue at McLaren. Norris benefited
from Piastri and Verstappen making

has coincided witha dip in form for
team-mate Charles Leclerc.

Ferrari has produced adecent
package for 2026, with a lighter,
smallerturbocharger, and a car with
goodmeohamcal gnpthatrofaieswell
inslow
downforce of the Mercedes. [nnovanons
suchas the exhaust wing and rotating
rear wingare just two examples of where
rival teams have followed with their
owninterpretations.

The one last thing that could help
Hamilton here israin. It led to his first
winat Silverstone in 2008 and was
instrumental in that dramatic return to the
top stepin2024. And despite the heatwave
so far this summer, you can’t discount
rain at the windswept former airfield.

Britain rules the waves
Eightofthe 11 F1 teams consider
Silverstone their home race, and always

of success. mistakes behind a safety car at striveto put onadecent performance.
Silverstone last year, and a touch Although Haas is American-owned,
ForEngland, and St George | ofgood fortune could put him the Banbury-based team is hoping to
Afterstarting the season as the bookies” in contention once more. regainsome ofthe performance it enjoyed
favourite, King’s Lynn’s George Russell atthe start of the year. Chelmsford’s
wonthe openinground ofthe 2026 season | Senel him victorious, Ollie Bearman suffered something of
inAustralia, and it looked as ifthe title happy und giorious anightmare athis debut home race last
might bea foregone conclusion. Butsince | Afterhis firstyearin 19 withoutscoring season, crashingin the pitlane in FP3
then, adose of bad luck and unreliability apodium, many were keen to write underared ﬂag andplckmg upa
h quest hallengi off Stevenage’s Lewis Hamilton. But 10-pl:
than it might have been. Additionally, his henh dthe line in Barcel Sun'ey s Arvid Lindblad is the only
team-mate Kimi Antonelli has delivered toscore his first win for Ferrari, on the rookiein this year’s field and is the first
anexceptional level of performance. back of second places in Montreal and RedBull juniornotto face the scrutiny
Antonelli’ssuccesshaseversoslightly | Monaco, suddenly thetalk shifted to of former motorsportadvisor Helmut
mcreased the stmm withinthe Meroedes whether he could seriously mounta Marko. Although Racing Bulls team
pecially itle chall this year. principal Alan Permane will show
each otherhard Canadawas abrilliant ‘Whilethere were certainly some little sympathy for failure.

watchasthe pairengaged inadogfight,
but the risk is their wheel-banging could
lead to full-blown war.

It feels like arecurring narrative, but
the pressure will be on Russell more
than Antonelli going into Silverstone.
The high-grip, high-speed nature of
the circuit should suit the British driver,
despite the fact his best finish here is
fifth place in2023.

grievances with the ground-effect cars
thatimpacted the past few seasons,
Rt AR M 1

kick-start the spark that took him to
seven Worldtitles.

Hamilton asked forachange inrace
engineer aftera series of tense exchanges
with former incumbent Riccardo Adami.
During the Barcelonarace, there was

Borntoa Swedish father and amother
of Indian descent, Lindblad has impressed
this year, especially atthe season opener
in Australia when he ran fifth atthe end
ofthe opening lap. He has Formula E
champion Oliver Rowland asamentor
anddriver coach.

London-born ThairacerAlex Albon
willalso be flying the flag for Williams,
but there is an odd random element,

from new man
Carlo Santi, whom Hamilton has dubbed
the “Imhan Bono.” Hehas also had input

winner
of last year’s British GP, Bristolian Lando

lopment of the SF-26, notably
mthe switch to Brembo brakes, whlch

rainstorm or disenfranchised priest
causing havoc, don’texpect the Grove-
based team to add to the eight wins they
have secured at Silverstone in the past. Ml

Bearman will want to put the bad memories of 2025 behind him

Photos: Getty Images

llwonthefirst
oundinAustralia

Albon will need some luck
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Bl The champlonsh/p /eader IS set to take pan‘ in her first Br/t/sh
Grand Prix weekend when F1 Academy races at Silverstone.

Photos: Getty Images

finishing as runner-up with three wins and
eightadditional podiums.

“GB4 was a bittersweet year,” she
admitted. “There were a few mistakes
and a bit of bad luck which ultlmately
contnbuted tome not winning the

FIA Formula 3 and Audi junior
driver Freddie Slater, Palmowski
impressed to finish fifth overall
with 10 podiums.

Slater was dominant throughout, taking
16 wins and two additional podiums from
his 21 races, and remains one of the

brightest ofhis ionin

of that fence and racing on the same
weekend is areally special feelmg S

Allilsha Pnlmowskl Pmstill le: am.mg
Sh devel by
the British Grand deliveringa dommant perfom:anoe in
Prix, having first Montreal in May, taking two lights-to-
ueued to enter flag victories. Inrace one, Palmowski
theeventadecade | settherecord forthe biggest winning
agoasanine- marginin F1 Academy, before beating
year-old fan. herownrecordinrace three.
F1Academy hasbeen part of the She is hoping to take victory in front
FIAFormula 1 support bill since 2024, ofher home fans this weekend butis
butthis year marks the first time ithas mindful of the bigger picture regarding
1p ilverstone. C ionshi her championship fight. “Tt would
leader Palmowski, now 19, isexcited to mean everything,” she said. “Thisis
bepartofthe British Grand Prix line-up. the race that I want to win the most, but
“Ican’tstDps just Tam approaching it in the same manner
aboutit,” she said. “[Sllverstone] was asany otherrace weekend Ineedto
the first place I wi dof ‘make wit oland
the cars, the sound, the smeH calm head at. all umes and not, get
“Itiswh passion for: overwhel oise
wasreallyunlocked. Iremember ofitbeingmy home race.”
getting my dad up at 6am to queue with Palmowski has had success at
ourdeckchairs at the gates so we could Silverstone in previous years butis yet
getthe best view. To be onthe other side tobe victorious at the Northamptonshire

venue. In both her 2023 Ginetta Junior
campalgn and her GB4 seasonin

The 2026 season has started
for Palmowski, with the Red Bull-backed
driver earning two wins from the first
fiveracesto lead the drivers’ standings

as -up, she
finished onthe podium inathird ofher
races at the self-styled Home of British
Motorsport. Her second year in Ginetta

by25 pomts “]! 'sbeena very goodstartto .T unlors began Pal.mowskl srise
i dthe Campos
Racing driver. “It’snot been perfect,there  Competingina ﬁeldthal featured

British! motorsporL Palmowski recalls
the experience ofracing Slater, with
‘whom she shared a podium on five
occasions asasobering one.

“I often say [it] was the best and worst
thing that happened to me racing against
him,” she laughed. “It made my life alot
moredifficult than it could have been but
equally, developed me into a wiser driver.
Itwasaninvaluable experience.”

Palmowski made the step up to the GB4
Championship for the 2024 season,

with the Elite M
team she had raced within 2023. Once
again, the Briton made her mark,

FIA F2: BRITISH TEST FOR
FUTURE GRAND PRIXSTARS

Irish racer Alex Dunne has been
writing headlines of hisown
already in his career, and the
Rodin Motorsport driver comes
into the Silverstone meeting
inthe heart of the battle for
Formula2 success.

Heis currently fourth in the
points. The standings are
headed by Gabriele Miniin his

| MPMotorsport machine, but
~ Dunne has had five podiums so
farand has kept the pressure on.
| In his second full F2 campaign,
Cian Shields has scored 10 points

STANDINGS
FIAFormula 2 (after 6/14 meetings)

POS DRIVER |TEAM
GabrieleMini__|MPMotorsport | 108

[ "2 | NikolaTsolov__|CamposRacing | 106 |

for AIX Racing, level with Brazilian
team-mate Emerson Fittipaldi

Jr. Shields is 19th in the drivers’
standings and secured his first F2

points with fifth in the Montreal
featurerace.

John Bennetttooka
sensational maiden victory in
Austriain the Sprint race after
alengthy on-track battie with
Sebastian Montoya. The Trident
driver retired twice from top-10
positions in Montreal, at fault for
neither, before finishing seventh
with the fastest lap in Barcelona,
s0 will be looking to maintain
hisrecent upturn in form. Polish-
Briton Roman Bilinski is 16th with
one podium.

Nevertheless, itwas still
ahuge Iearmng curve inmy first year
insingle-seaters, butI loved it.”
Palmowski has not only impressed
fans on-track but has also built a large
following off it, thanks to her humble
character and dry sense of humour.
The Glossop native jokes that she is
“boring” away from the track, saying
that “ifI couldn’t [drive], I’d be doomed
because there are no other skills inme.”
She is, however, a big karaoke fan and
told Motorsport Newshow she got to
meet one of her heroes recently. “On
my helmet this year, I've got one
of Barry Manilow’s lyrics,” said
Palmowski. “It’s the opening lyric
to the song I Made It Through The
Rain, which is one of my favourite
songs. Barry has a Facebook group chat
which s full of 80-year-old women and
me, and I did a post showing my helmet.
“[Barry’s team] invited me
backstage tomeet [him], show him
my helmet and thank him for being
anutter legend. What adream
come true.” Ml

Palmowski progressed in GB4

FIA F3: SLATER
WANTS HOME WINS
T ———

Freddie Slater:

hisreputation as one of

Britain's finest young talents

inmotorsport witha

strong start to his debut

FIA Formula 3 campaign.
The17-year-old is the only

Briton to be competingin F3

FIAFormula3 (after 4/9 meetings)

thisseasonand inthe (o [Noehstromsed et ‘
drivers’ standings with four ‘

podiums from eight races. lap onthe streets of Monaco.

Slater took second place in Fellow debutant Fionn McLaughlin
the Melbourne feature and Isyetto scoreapointafterstepping
Barcelona sprint races, as well up from British F4. The Irishman
asathird place with the fastest hasabest finish of 13th.
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Join us for a lap of Sii erstone as we

LewisHamilton onthe edge
comingoutofAbbeyin 2008

versince Lewis
Hamilton was
first victorious
at Silverstone in
Formula Renault
in 2003, he has
consistently excelled
at his home circuit.
From his first triumph
in the rain at a soaking wet British Grand
Prix in2008 to hismemorable return to
the top step in 2024, the Brit’srecord at the
former RAF airfield hasbeen exemplary.
His Silverstone record stands at six
poles, six fastest laps and nine wins,
including four in arow between 2014
and2017.
Ontheback oftaldnghisﬁrstwin

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

NEWS

aminute ahead of everyone else and he
lappedall but two of the opposition.
Apan from his nny off atAbbey, 1t was

and his first Bntlsh GPvictory.

Brooklands

Passing ateam-mate in identical
machinery is always special, but in
2019 Hamilton overtook Valtteri Bottas
inamovehesetup four corners earlier.

It was epic wheel-to-wheel racing,
typical of the cat-and-mouse dicing
Silverstone so often produces.

Inthe early going, Bottas defended
the inside into both Village and The Loop,
so Hamilton took a conventional line in
theslipstream ofthe Mercedes as the pair

for Ferrari, could this year’s British bombed down the Wellington Straight.
GPmad( anextraordinary tenth success Entenng the lefi-hander at Brooklands,
forth time World Ct ion? Bottas defended deep tohold position,
Ahead ofthis weekend’s race, e revisit but Lemscutbackundemeathhlm
some ofhis greatest around Luffield.

the 18-turn, 3.36-mile circuit.
Abbey

Prior to the construction of the inner
loopin2010, the flat-out Abbey was
oncealeft-right chicane. Tt was here,
in 2008, that Hamilton made his only
mistakeinadrive that left hisrivals
sliding about in his wake. It wouldn’t
be the Bntnsh GP |ﬁhere wasn’tatleast
d,and it
bucketed down on raceday thatyear.
Inthe horrendous conditions,
Hamilton’s McLaren finished over

“He clung onaround the outside of the

bendto pass Valtteri while the crowd went
wild. Despite Bottas taking P1 back ahead
entering Copse, the move ultimately
didn’tstop the home hero. Lewis went
ontotakearecord sixth win, setting the

fastest lap on his final tour. Plus, he was to

use this experience to gain the upper hand
overanotherrival inthe years to come.

Woordicote

Inthe final year that F1 used the old pits

between Woodcote and Copse, the fans

inthis section were treated to another epic

duel between two greats of modern F1.
McLaren’s 2009 challenger wasn’t

the class of the field, but neither was

the Renaultdriven by Fernando Alonso.

Earlierin the race that year, the Spaniard

had. nmwnde at Chapel and Hamﬂton

dto pass

butwas squeezed ontothe grassat the
top of Hangar Strai;

Remember, the wounds werestill fresh
between these two, just two years on from

Fernando Alonso and Hamilton went toe-to-toe inthe 2009 race
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theirin-fighting together at McLaren. Maggotts. He held his position and
Afewlaps later, Hamilton dived to the gained two places to cement his place
inside of Alonso at Luffield and the pair as afuture star. As for Piquet, he lost
ran wheel-to-wheel through Woodcote control and ended up mowing the grass.
before Lewis out-braked the two-time “That was awesome,” said Hamilton,
champion onthe inside at Copse. Once when Ireminded him ofthe move a few
again, the fans went mad. years ago. “It was all about setting itup
at Copse. The difference between getting
Copse onthe power further back or at the
Perhaps Hamilton’s most infamous apex means that you carry more speed
Silverstone moment came on the towards the next corner. Ifyou have to
opening lap ofthe 2021 race in his lift, do it earlier in Copse and get your
clash with Max Verstappen. footdown. And Piquet went off,” he
Let’s not forget what an emotionally added. “Amazing.”
charged contest this was, with reigning
champion Hamilton chasingan eighth Stowe
title against the no- As Hamilton started his final lap of
eagerwmﬂethecrownawayﬂom the 2020 British GP, he was told by
the Briton. his engineer to “just bring it home”.
Ifyouwatch the first lap in its entirety, But by the time he’d reached
it’salmostarepeat ofhow Lewis drove Luffield, something was wrong with his
'hreeyeatseedlermhlsbanlewntonzs, Mercedes Atthat stage he was informed
positioning his cartc was 30 behind as
from Village and The Loop, before ¢ Hamxlton s tyre began deflating along
backtouse awider line at Luffield. the old start-finish straight.
Thistime, however, he wasn’t going Asheentered Copse, he started losing a
to concede into Copse. significantamount of speed while the
Although Max defended, Hamilton Red Bull charged after him. Sadly there
forced a way up the inside. He pickedup were no fans present because of Covid,
dirt on his tyres and understeered into but watching on television as the sparks
the Red Bull at the apex. began to fly from his trailing wheel,
Some say he wastoo aggressive; others | the nation’s heart was in its mouth.
have suggested Max could have backed Entering the Hangar Straight, the gap
off. Either way, contact was made, not 'was down to 16 seconds, yet he still
forthe first time that season, and the Lewis had to negotiate the high-speed
Red Bull was sent hurtling into the right-hander at Stowe with virtually
Copsetyre wall athigh speed. nothing left ofhis left-front tyre.
Although he climbed out unaided, Engineer Peter i ined
Verstappen was later sent to hospital for calm as Hamilton turned in, but rounding

precautionary checks. Meanwhile, during
the red flag to repairthe barriers, there was
aflurry of messages between the Red Bull
and Mercedes pit walls and the hapless
Michael Masi, the then FIA race director.
“Michael, have you gotaminute? Every
driverwho has driven this circuitknows
youdonotputawheel up the inside of
Copse,”said Christian Horner to Race
Control. “That was an enormous accident
anditwas 100% Max’s corner. Full
blame lies with Hamilton who should
neverhave been inthat position.”
“Michael, this is Toto,” added Wolff.
“Mlchael, Tj justse.ntyuu anemail with
Fwherathy houldbe”
With almost comic timing, Masi replied:
“Toto, I don’taccess my emails duringa
race deliberately, because I concentrate
ontherace.”

Stowe he lost another six seconds to

Verstappen in that corner alone. Then

at Vale, his firstmajor braking point,

he locked up and appeared to be skating

towards the barriers with ﬂ'ust one corner

ining Remarkably, et i

final corner, crossed the line and asked:

“Is that the final lap? There was no flag!”
“That’s it mate, you’ve done it, stop the

car,”replied a joyous Bono. Lewis

held on, surviving late dramato claim

another win, and beating Verstappen

inanail biting climax by less than six

seconds at the chequered flag.

Club

The lessons of watching two cars
duelling ahead and choosing the

perfect moment to pounce led to another
all-time c]assnc move, one that has

Hamilton was givena 10-
by the stewards and came backthrough
totake his eighth Silverstone win.

Maggotts
If' we may be allowed to step back
from F1 briefly, then Hamilton’s GP2
campaign 0f2006 was one of the most
electrifying title runs there has ever been.

Not only is Lewis’ outright pace one
of his greatest strengths, but so too is
his racecraft and that ability to size up
the opposition and commit to a gap.

During the Silverstone GP2 race,
Nelson Piquet Jr (remember him?)
and Clivio Piccione were battling
for position at Copse. Piquet drove
around the outside of the Monegasque,
but Piccione remained alongside
approaching the fast sweeps of
Maggotts and Becketts.

Hamilton was watching this squabble
and, after a perfect run through Copse,
joined the pair to run three abreast,
crucially with the inside line for

‘Racecraft
is another
strength
for Lewis’

Motorsport News

beenrepl times since.

Inthe closing stages of the 2022
race, the Red Bull of Sergio Perez
was engaged in a dogfight with
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc.

The Mexican went to the inside of
Leclerc at Stowe, but the pair emerged
side-by-side on corner exit. Under
braking for Vale, Leclerc edged Perez
wide, sending him over the kerb and
back into the path of Leclerc, forcing
both drivers to the outside of Club.

Behind them, watching intently,
Hamilton took his normal line through
Vale and immediately spotted an
opportunity as the door opened ahead.
Asthe squabbling pairran wide, Lewis
accelerated underneath both of them,
prompting TV commentator David
Crofttoyell: “Through goes Hamilton!”

It was fitting that the move ended
with the British driver completing
another Silverstone lap by crossing
the start-finish line on the newly
named Hamilton Straight. M

R or e B
There was late tyre dramain '20

Photos: Getty Images

—~We

Hamilton was able to profiton béttle between rivals going into Club to secure a podium in 2022
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World Championship Grand Prix racing first came to Kent in 196

Monaco winner Graham Hill scored another British Grand Prix podium

British Grand Prix, 1964
maﬂﬂmmmma}

hm l.oms
|Craham Hil BRM

[2n15mo07.
4285
+1mM20,6s
Brabham -Climax | -1ay
LorenzoBandini | Ferrari 2lal

SUNDAY 05 JULY
— IN PRINT

1 oSert Babham 800 4ps 120encato
‘wmamumwnm

lohnTaylor(Cooper-Ford) 24izps;

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

NEWS

OSTS A BRITISH
BENEFIT IN FORMULA 1

and it was memorable. By Matt James

celebration.

Notonly wasitthe seven-time World

champion’s first triumph in the scarlet of
Ferrari, he was part ofa British podium
lock-out. Hamilton led home George
Russell (Mercedes) and Lando Norris
(McLaren) to form partofa'1-2-3 forthe
UK forthe ﬁxsttlmesmcza 1968

British

Clarkhad come intothe meetmgwnh
aslender one-point advantage at the top
ofthe pointstable for what was the fifth
of 11 rounds in 1964. Graham Hill was
hard on hisheels. Clark had led every
round he had entered up until that point
ofthe year, butarare error in Monaco,
whenhe clipped astraw bale and was
forced to pit, restricted him to fourth
place on the streets. A piston in the
Lotus’s 1.5-litre Coventry Climax
powerplant had failed in the French Grand
Prix, round four, forcing him toretire.

Hill had wonatMonaco and was in
the top six in every race leadi

hosting the international event, although
reporter MJke T\wte was not oveﬂy
had

beenlaid on, probably becauseit was
atodds with the offeringsatmost
continental grands pnx

Inhi: p
hewrote: “To celebrate the first occasion
onwhich the British GP had been held
at Brands Hatch, the circuitowners,
the RAC, the press, the trade and in fact
‘everyone with any slight connection
‘with: motorracing helped turn the
British GPintoa vast cucus whxchwent
on without the

uptothe

BrmshGrandE_’nx,whlch meant he was

has only happened on: sixoccasions

and four of those have been in the UK.
The firsttwo wereat Silverstone in 1958
and 1963. The third came onahighly
significant weekend at Brands Hatch

in 1964, asafull Formula 1 World
Championship race visited the Kent
venue for the first time.

The July race was played out in front
ofanestimated 100,000 fans, who went
homehappy as Jim Clark’s Lotus 25
led the way. The Scot, who was the
defending World champion, headed
homethe BRM of Graham Hill and the
Ferrari of John Surtees.

Tenofthe 23 starters (from 25 entrants)
mthat 1964 Bnhsh&andl’rn;,whxch

ytitle ofthe

pean Grand Prix, came from the
d.Thech h 1

213y

NEEREREOEE
%
=|

high, butthe demendsof Brand.

memmmnm

Hatch hing of an unknown
atthetime. It was officially opened for
racing in 1960 and had hosted F1 races

before that maiden British Grand Prix,
butitwasstillan exciting new challenge.

justasingl behind Clark coming
toKent.

Surtees, meanwhile, had been
frustrated by poorreliability from
Ferrari’s V8 engine mated to the back
ofhis 158 chassis, with three retirements
inthe opening four events.

Motoring News explained that
the organisers of the maiden World
Championship Grand Prix at Brands
Hatch had taken a freshapproach to

day, from the time the circuit opened at
0630hrsuntil itclosed at 2200hrs.
“Forthe serious student of Grand Prix
racing, this rather detached from the
occasion, asthe GP became just Event
Three inthe day-long programme. The
fine, warm weather of the preceding few
days turned i linto cold grey dampness and
dvast
andtheelaborate traffic control gotearly
starterstothe track hours before they were

ive. It that

The frontrunners power clearas thereisa melee onthe start line
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John Surtees turned
around hisill fortune

the crowd was over 100,000, which is the
largest crowd ever seen at Brands Hatch.”
Clark used the Lotus 25B rather than the
newer 33 chassis, believing it to be better
suited to Brands Hatch. The Scot took
poleposition by just0.2s over Graham
Hill’s BRM P26 . It was a competitive
gridwith thetop five covered by under one
second. Dan Gurney and Jack Brabham
(Brabhams) were third and fourth, with
Surtees fifth in his Italian machine.
Intheraceitself, Clark converted
his pole into an immediate lead, but the
getaway was not without its dramas.
“Attheback of the grid, there was rather
amelee,” explained ‘MLT”, “which
involved Frank Gardner (Brabham),
Giancarlo Baghetti (BRM), lan Raby
(Brabham) and Jo Siffert (Brabham).
Gardnerwas hit from behind and spun

! SRR
|- brons LN EEEREWE ... -

3 TYRES R v A

around in the middle of the track and was
forced out with bent rear suspension,
while the other three were late in getting
away, as was Chris Amon, who was
introuble with the clutch on his Lotus,
which caused his retirement soon after.”
None ofthis affected the leading Lotus
asClark laid down an early marker. As
hedidso, the Brabham challenge
imploded. Gurney was firstto drop
back with electrical problems, while
Brabham darted into the pits, suspecting
something wasamiss afteraspin. He
returned to the action and, although he
pitted again later on, still managed to
finish fourth, albeita lap down.

Thatleft the way clear for the British
lock-outand, ironically, it would be fought
outamong tt three drivers who
had notched the UK ’s previous rostrum
whitewash at Silverstone in 1963.

MNreported that there had been a flurry
of excitementoverthe closing stages.
Thereport states: “At the head of the
field, Clark was going his serene way,
occasionally puffing outalittle smoke
and sounding offtune on the tighter turns,
butthere was little else to cheer the BRM
team and, although Graham Hill beganto
putonaspurtatthe finish, the Lotus pit
kept Clark informed of the situation.

“He lostaboutasecondalap and atthe
finish, he was only 2.8s clear of the BRM.
This gave the commentators and crowd
something to get excited about, butas
Clarkmadethe fastest lap of the race on
lap 73 [ofthe 80] at 1m38.8s, he couldn’t
have been hanging about.”

Third place for Surtees was only his
second podium of the season, but it proved
akick-start toamuch more competitive
second halfofthe year. He won the
German Grand Prix on the Nordschleife
as Clarkretired, then prevailed again at
Monza, where Clark also failed to see the
chequered flag.

Itmeantthatall three British drivers
whohad stood on the podium at Brands
Hatchwent into the season’s finale at
Mexico City withashotat the title.

Aspin for Hilland amechanical
problem for Clark helped Surteesrise
tosecond place, which was enough
for him to secure his only Worldtitle,

claimed by asingle point.

EVPPPRNEY SR p——" R S

Clark wrote his name into the history books with Brands Hatch glory

Photos:Getty Images
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HOW FORMULA 1
CAME OF AGE

Celebrating the illustrious history of
the British Grand Prix

After another famous British 1-2-3, this time courtesy of Lewis
Hamilton, George Russell and Lando Norris in Barcelona,
th Id hardly bea b todive back into the

historyof he Brifish Grand Prix.

For thefirsttime, Duke is creating a dedicated British GP

Hub, bringi her its archive films, downloads, DVDs,
; g

g loge Y
, e
abilia to

Progl (Ll 'S
oneof Formula One s greatfixtures.

The British Grand Prix has beenpart of the World
Championship story from the very beginning, with Silverstone
hosting the first official Formula One World| Championship race
in 1950. Sincethen, the British GP has remained one of the
Ssport s great constants, taking indifferent circuits, different eras
and some ofthe lebrated, i

Duke’s British GP Hub is designedas ag
Jor fans whowant to explore that legacy in one place. From
the birth of the championship at Silverstone, to the colour and
character of Brands Hatch, throughto the drama of the 1970s
andbeyond, the hub brings together arichmix of archive
content and collectables.

Highlights include The Birth of Formula One, Duke s dedicated
1964 British Grand Prix programme andits 1976 British Grand
Prixrelease, alongside awider selection of British GP-related
titles and items. :

Whetheryou arerelivingafavourite era, discovering classic
footage for thefirst ti looking for. hingforan
F1fan, the British GP Hub is the placeto start.

Scanthe OR code to explore the British GP Hub.

e
racing history.
ago-te inatic

WORLD LEADING MOTORSPORT HOME ENTERTAINMENT
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/latest/article/strategy-guide-
what-are-the-tactical-options-
for-the-british-
gp.361P7x4M10QJA3Dyuj5aNb

https://www.gpfans.com/en/f
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