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Russell revives title

' Molly Hudson

Formula One
Correspondent

The 112 days between George Russell’s
season-opening victory in Melbourne,
and this win, will havefeltlikea lifetime.
The favourite before a wheel was spun
in this championship, everything that
could go wrong, had gone wrong.

He knows, at this cireuit nestled in
the mountains, that he has one to climb
if he s to reel in his teenage team-mate
Kimi Antonelli, but this was a step in
the right direction. Toto Wolff’s advice
to his driver was to “just drive”, reduce
the overthinking and the speed would
naturally come. And so it did.

Dominant from pole to flag, in sear-
ing temperatures and with Max Ver-
stappen breathing down his neck, he
nursed his tyres to the chequered flag
with a margin of only 16 seconds. “Ya-
badabadoo” was his trad k radio
celebration, before he revealed his
drinks system had failed.

The %ag between the Mercedes pair -

is now 40 points, with this victory al-
lowing Russell to leapfrog Lewis Ha-
‘milton into second in the title race. Ha-
milton could only manage fifth in a dif-
ficult race for Ferrari, who could not
compete on pure pace and found little
inthe way of favourable strategy either.

“I think it’s more of a reality check,”
Hamilton said. “We don't know why we
were so competitive in Barcelona.
That’s a very strong track for me, I
chose a strategy that from experience [
knew would work, with the [degrada-
tion] that we had it was like 2021. But to-
day I think we were hit more with real-
ity, which is we do still have a good car
‘but we are down compared to Mer-
cedes just on pace — they just are
quicker. We have to keep developing.

“IJt doesn't mean we can't close that
gap [but] that one win doesn't mean we
are going to be beating them all the
time. It’s the opposite — we’ve gotalot
of work to do to try. We still have tojust
continue to add performanceto the car,
particularly power is where we're going
to keep working.”

Russell had crucially claimed pole in-

a chaotic end to qualifying, which

How they finished
M © M Verstappen RedBull  +1611s
© K Antonelli Mercedes +1986s
@ O Piastri McLaren +21800s
A & L Hamilton Ferrari +26.393s
@ 1 Hadjar Red Bull +29.399s
< +31505s
M @ C Leclerc Ferrari +45.659s
@ L Lawson Racing Bulls +1lap
R & A Lindblad Racing Bulls +1lap
? +1lap
3 @® N Hiilkenberg Audi C+1lap
P Gasly Alpine +1lap
& 0 Bearman Haas +1lap
@F Cnigpimo Alpine +1lap
© E Ocon Haas +2lap
@ A Albon Williams +2lap
® F Alonso Aston Martin +3lap
@ L Stroll Aston Martin DNF
® C Sainz williams DNF
© s Pérez Cadillac " DNF
P71 @ V Bottas Cadilac DNF

proved so important on race day. Ver-
stappen suffered an issue with his rear
wing closing and crashed into the barri-
ers on the exit of turn 9, causing yellow
flags as the two Mercedes drivers fin-
ished their final flying laps. Antonelli
was ahead of Russell on the track and
arrived at the scene first, and mistook
meyeﬂowﬂacﬁsbeingwavedasadouble
yellow (which would have caused his
lap to be automatically deleted) so he
aborted his effort. e

It was a costly decision, feeling as
though his lap would probably have
been strong enough for the front row,
but he ended up qualifying in fourth be-
hind both Ferraris.

Russell lifted off the throttle enough
to appease the stewards, registering the
fastest time seconds before double yel-
lows were waved. The delay caused
controversy, with some in the paddock
feeling that given the high-speed na-
ture of the corner and Verstappen's Red

Overall standings .

K Antonelli Mercedes 7ipts
G Russell Mercedes 131
L Hamilton Ferrari 125
0 Piastri McLaren 80
L Norris McLaren 79
C Leclerc Ferrari 79
M Verstappen Red Bull 73
| Hadjar Red Bul 22
P Gasly Alpine 3 L
L Lawson Racing Bulls 30

Fastestlap | K Antoneli 190374

Constructors’

302 pts

Py Ferrari 204
[l McLaren 159
B8 Red Bull 115

B Alpine 57

| Racing Bulls 44
j Heas T 21
Y wiltiams n
R Audi )

Bull in the barrjer, a double yellow
should have been waved initially.
Russell’s actions could not be criti-
cised — he simply played by the rules
he had been given. Every opportunity
like that will need to be maximised if he
istoreel in Antonelli, whois exceeding-
ly quick if still somewhat error prone. “I
had a shit race, a shit start,” was Anto-
nelli’s honest appraisal on the radio.
At the start, Russell got off the line
well, but Antonelli was struggling to
keep the other Mercedes between the.
white lines, veering off the track twice
in three corners in his over-eagerness
o progress. g
Hamilton and Charles Leclerc went
wheel to wheel with the Briton nudging
ahead, while Antonelli attempted 2
rash move down the inside of Leclerc
but could not slow his car down, going
off track again. In giving the place back,
Verstappen benefited from a perfect
slipstream, leapfrogging Antonelli and

battle as luck

Russell dominated from pole to flag in Austria and held off ersanppen to claim
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TiMES - shines at last
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Leclerc. It was the perfect start, given liant wheel-to-wheel battle in the first

there was clearly pace in the Red Bull  stint through turns 6 to 8, the Red Bull

which had been shown in flashes  driver twice dipping a wheel into the
% e weekend, parhcuhrly in  gravel as he refused to yield.

before the rear-wing issue Hamilton triggered the first round of

“I think what was satisfying is-that  pit stops, but even with fresher tyres he

thxswastheﬁrstbmelfeltlﬂfeacmally
I could fight for the win,” Ve n
said after his last two stints left Ru

-looking in his mirrors.

Ferrari, despite their hopes of genu-
inely competing for the title, were a

couple of tenths off the pace all week-

end, perhaps struggling comparatively
to Mercedes with their smaller turbo .
having to work harder at this high-alti-
tude circuit.

That perhaps contributed to Ferrari’s
decision to again try an aggressive
three-stop strategy, which worked so

- well in Hamilton's victory in Barcelona.

The possibility of that strategy was

alsoparﬂybeczusenf e stifling condi-
; and’ ably

wnhoverheuhngall
were forced to retire after the

_couple of laps, their brakes catching

fire. Liam Lawson reported on the radlo
that he could see fire from his own car
but managed to continue.

Verstappen and Hamilton had a bril-

could not find the purple fastest sectors
which accompanied his launch
through the field in Barcelona. In the
end, he could not even compete with
Oscar Piastri, who was impressive for
McLaren in fourth.

Carlos Sainz provided avxrtual safety
car pit window after his Williams
stopped on the start-finish straight with
asuspected electronics issue — Hamil-
ton took it for a short, sharp stint on the
softtyre utcarvmgthro trafficon-
ly overheated his car in such warm con-
ditions.

He waswarned on more than one oc-
casion to swap his power mode from

“race”to TS"—atypeoftemperature—

lqwermg setting.
~ Antonelli was unlucky or in—
ot ol o e

stép. B
a of Vi
 butwillbe

pionship Ieadwas only cutby onepoint |
en that Hamilton was previously his

give
closest competitor.
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Russell ‘really proud’ as victory
reinforces challenge for title

Mercedes driver tops podium
for first time since opener
Verstappen and ‘incredible’
Antonelli are kept at bay

ByTom Cary
SENIOR SPORTS CORRESPONDENT
at Spielberg

There were 112 days between
George Russell’s win at the season-
opener in Australia in March and
this one here in Austria yesterday.
Not quite the 686 days between
Lewis Hamilton’s win in Spain two
weekends ago and his previous vic-
tory in 2024. A tricky spell as
opposed to a possibly career-end-
ing barren period but, still, it was
enough time for doubts to creep in.

It was interesting listening to
Russell as he tried to sum up his
feelings after this race; how proud
he was of himself; how he had to
keep reminding himself how good
he was; how he had to block out the
hype around his team-mate Kimi
Antonelli.

“It has been a tough couple of

months with races that felt like eve-

rything was going against me and
then tough performances,” Russell
said. “And an incredible team-mate
who is delivering spectacular per-
formances.

“So for me going into Canada

[after a dismal performance in
Miami] and Barcelona [after a simi-
larly tricky race in Monaco], from
quite a low point, I needed a lot of
resilience to get back and deliver
some strong performances.

“So to get the last two polesand a
win here this weekend at a track
which isn’t suited to me, I am really,
really proud”

He should be. This was a solid
win, off the back of an impressive
weekend’s work. And he achieved it
in the face of a stiff challenge both
from Red Bull’s Max Verstappen
and Antonelli, both of whom were
reeling him in towards the end.

Russell got away well at the start
and initially appeared to be in con-
trol of the race as he built an advan-
tage over Hamilton. The seven-time
world champion had his hands full
with Verstappen behind him, who
‘was enjoying his newly upgraded,
lighter Red Bull.

There were shades of 2021 as the
two former rivals went wheel-to-
wheel onlap11, Verstappen passing
Hamilton with a bold move up the
inside of turn three, Hamilton
regaining second place immedi-
ately, then Verstappen trying again
around the outside of turn six, his
wheels dipping into a bit of gravel.
“That’s a penalty! A clear penalty!”
Verstappen told his team.

Hamilton was unmoved. “He was

Taste of success: George Russell
savours winning feeling at Spielberg

behind at the apex and should have
backed out,” was his verdict. But
the truth is, Hamilton knew he
could not hold off the Red Bull. He
pitted at the end of that lap, com-
mitting to a three-stop strategy. But
he never had the pace to make it
work, as he did in Barcelona.
Although he enjoyed another ding-
dong with Verstappen on lap 22,
they were on different strategies by
that stage. Hamilton finished fifth,

his championship hopes taking a
bit of a knock.

Russell and Verstappen were
more of a match. The Dutch driver
had moved to within 1.3sec of Rus-
sell by lap 43 when the Mercedes
driver pitted. Instead of following
him in and trying to match him,
Red Bull opted to go for an offset
strategy, keeping Verstappen out
for another six laps, during which
time he lost 10 seconds, and then
pitting him, hoping he would be
able to catch Russell on fresh rub-
ber late in the race.

Austrian Grand Prix results and standings

TTY

Hamiilton ‘reality check’
Briton seeks Silverstone boost

Lewis Hamilton but rejected the
admitted his Dutchman’s calls
fifth-place finish for a penalty for
hadcomeasa Hamilton for
“reality check” forcing him wide
after his winin when he tried to
Spain two goaround the
weekends ago. outside of him at
But the seven- turn six.
time world “He went off
champion said he the outside,”
hoped his Ferrari Hamilton said.
might be more “You don’t expect
competitive at togoaround the
this weekend's outside ofa
British Grand Prix champion. |
at Silverstone. wouldn’t expect
While Hamilton to goaround the
chose a similarly outside of him
aggressive there and hold the
three-stop line. He was
strategy at the behind at the
Red Bull Ringas apexand
hehadin therefore should
Catalonia, he have backed out.”
never had the Asked about his
pace to make it momentum for
work. Silverstone,
Hamilton Hamilton added:
enjoyed a couple “It's more a reality
of lively wheel-to- check. We still
wheel battles with have a good car,
his old nemesis but we are down
Max Verstappen compared to
of Red Bull, but Mercedes. It
ultimately fell doesn’t mean we
away, finishing can'tclose that
almost 30sec gap. It's just that
behind winner one win doesn’t
George Russell. - mean we're going
Hamilton said tobeat themall
that his battles the time. It's the
with Verstappen opposite. We've a
had been “great” lot of work to do.”
and “good fun” Tom Cary

He very nearly did, although in
the end it was all he could do to hold
off Antonelli. The Italian had a very
messy start, going off track repeat-
edly and dropping to fifth before
‘working his way back.

“Other than for the first few laps,
he had the best race time,” Mer-
cedes team principal Toto Wolfi
noted of Antonelli’s race. “He
attacked too much in the first few
laps, which is what we want to see
from a young driver. But that possi-
bly cost him a shot at victory.”

Itleaves the championship nicely
poised, with Russell closing to
within 40 points of his team-mate,
having been as far behind as 68 two
races ago. Hamilton is a further six
points back. It is Silverstone next
weekend, and the 565,000 fans
expected should be in for a treat.

The worry for Russell is he still
does not understand why he some-
times struggles and why it suddenly
clicks. We have seen the pattern
now in Canada, in Barcelona, and
again here in Austria - middling
practice sessions followed by a
blazmg polelap. “Idon’t really have
for that,” he admitted.

Red Bull Ring, Spielberg 71 laps

11 Gabriel Bortoleto (Brazil) Audi at 1 lap; 12 Nico

George Russell
(GB) Mercedes GP
1hr 26mins 37.978secs

Max Verstappen
- (Netherlands) Red Bull

+1.611secs
Kimi Antonelli

g2

(italy) Mercedes GP
4 Oscar Piastri (Australia) McLaren +21.809
5 Lewis Hamilton (GB) Ferrari +26.393
© Isack Hadjar (France) Red Bull +29.399
7 Lando Norris (GB) McLaren +31.505
8 Charles Leclerc (Monaco) Ferrari +45.659
9 Liam Lawson (NZ) RB at 1 lap
10 Arvid Lindblad (GB) RB at 1lap

(Germany) Audi at 1 lap, 13 Pierre Gasly
(France) Alpine at 1 lap; 14 Oliver Bearman (GB)
Haas F1 at 1 lap; 15 Franco Colapinto (Argentina)
Alpine at 1lap; 16 Esteban Ocon (France) Haas F1
at 2 laps; 17 Alexander Albon (Thailand) Williams at
g :nns: 18 Fernando Alonso (Spain) Aston Martin at

Not Classified Lance Stroll (Canada) Aston Martin

45 laps completed; Carlos Sainz Jr (Spain) Williams

23 laps; Sergio Perez (Mexico) Cadillac 4 laps;

Valtteri Bottas (Fn!and) Cadillac 2 laps

K Antonelli imin 10.; 374% on lap 53
d ¥

ings 1 Kimi Antonelli (Italy) 1
George Russell (GB) 131; 3 Lewis Hamilton (GB) 125;
4 Oscar Piastri (Australia) 80; 5 Lando Norris (GB)
79; 6 Charles Leclerc (Mnnann) 79; 7 Max Verstappen
(Netherlands) 73; 8 Isack Hadjar (France) 42; 9
Pierre Gasly (France) 41; 10 Liam Lawson (NZ) 30
Constructor standings 1 Mercedes 302pts, 2 Ferrari
204, 3 McLaren 159, 4 Red Bull 115, 5 Alpine 57

But the important thing is that he
seems to be finding his form when
it matters.

‘Wolff deserves credit for that. He
clearly put Russell in a positive
frame of mind this weekend. His
“just drive” instruction in qualify-
ing was exactly what Russell
needed to hear. “Like every top ath-
lete you can get yourself in a spiral
-not a spiral of negativity but a spi-
ral of overthinking,” Wolff said of
Russell’s journey this season.

“Sometimes you forget about the
core essence, and that is just driv-
ing the car. That is the only matrix
tolook at. That is what I was trying
to say” It worked.
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EORGE RUSSELL
taped back together
the script he had
written for himself,
the one fate and his
team-mate had ripped up.

It had taken 112 days of worry,
but he won the Austrian Grand
Prix from pole position, his world
championship dream relit.

It was Russell’s first triumph
since he launched his challenge
with victory in Melbourne on
March 8. Since then, he has
watched his supposed understudy
Kimi Antonelli steer matching
Mercedes machinery to the top
step five times.

But in this sun-baked valley
high in the Styrian mountains, it
was Russell’s turn to move within
40 points of the championship
leader. ‘Cold-blooded,’ cooed
team boss Toto Wolff. It had to
Jackal-chilled because Max
Verstappen was on his tail in the
nerve-jangling middle of the race.

In the end, Russell’s pace and
assurance were too much, with
Verstappen finishing a pugnacious
second for Red Bull and Antonelli
third after some early hot-rodding
led him off track.

Russell deserved success ever
since his blistering pole on
Saturday, set despite a yellow flag
coming out when Verstappen
spun at the close of qualifying,
compelling the Briton to lift off
the throttle. He knew the rules
and clear-headedly acted in
accordance with them.

Verstappen richly warranted his
runners-up place because the
spill was not his fault. He was
undone by a mechanical issue
and condemned to start fifth.
But, barring a change of fortunes,
Verstappen is not contesting the
championship. Russell is.

We can assert that with some
authority after these 71 laps at
the Red Bull Ring. Had he flunked
it, or others outpaced him, his
prospects would have headed to
Silverstone this weekend in need
of CPR, gronto. It was that big a
weekend for him and not only

Mail

Cold-hlooded Russell

OLERA

IWC
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Champagne
moment:
Russell
celebrates
on podium
GETTY IMAGES

getshackontrackto
reignite titie belief

owing to the mathematical
equation becoming increasingly
complex to compute.

His mind needed the balm, too.
He had to prove to himself his
pre-season self-belief was not a
chimera. Then, he bore a film-star
strut. That high-stepping air
had been tempered in recent
weeks, misfortune and Antonelli’s

speediness assailing him. He
maintained he still backed
himself but must have suffered
faint doubts by a thousand cuts.

He was cleanly away and never
much rattled, other than for one
small lock-up as Verstappen
asked questions on lap 36.

The curtain of opportunity
revealed a glimmer of light to the

Dutchman, but Russell was
quickly back into his stride. He
produced enough fleet of foot
after his second and final stop
that when Verstappen pitted, he
was nearly 11 seconds back.

If it was a revitalising day for
Russell, it was less so for Lewis
Hamilton, who started as
Antonelli’s closest rival for the

Daily Mail, Monday, June 29, 2026
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title, 40 points back after his fir
win for Ferrari, in Barcelona.

The seven-time world champi(
started third and raced well, y
came off second-best to Versta
pen as they went wheel-to-whe
on two captivating occasions.

Hamilton fought hard, but fair
in not allowing Max a frt
voucher. Verstappen ran his rig!
wheels off the track as thi
duelled. A spray of gravel. Ve
stappen cried foul. The stewar
rightly waved the protest away.

But Verstappen was not do:
and on lap 22 he passed Hamiltc
on the inside of Turn Six. He h:
tried to squeeze ahead there (
the outside, Now the artful dodg
inveigled himself precisely whe
Hamilton was not expecting hit

Hamilton is much improve
from last year with three conse
utive {)odjums but his attempt
recapture lightning in a bottle f
a second successive race was n
helped by the misguided decisi(
to bring him in for a pointless ty
change during a virtual safety ¢
period, brought about by Carl
Sainz’s Williams conking out.

Ferrari will be Ferrari. Hamilt(
fell from third to seventh, ar
eventually fifth. The leger
chasing his eighth title is «
points off Antonelli. ‘A reali
check,’ he admitted.

As for Russell, his margin w:
1.6sec. ‘Yabba-dabba-doo!’ 1
exclaimed, relief bursting out
Formula One's Fred Flintston
before he received his winner
medal and guzzled the Moet
Chandon like the Great Gatsby
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Brit George
Russell marks
his return to
the top step

| o
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PRIZE

Russell's sizzling display from pole shows he's still in title race

BY DANIEL MOXON

GEORGE RUSSELL admits
watching his rivals rack up
the wins had been a drain
on mind and body after
finally landing his second
win of the season.

The Mercedes driver had not
stood on the top step of the
podium since the opening
weekend in Australia, his
team-mate Kimi Antonelli
going on to secure five wins on
the spin before Lewis Hamilton
ended the Italian’s hot streak in
Barcelona.

Little wonder then that
Russell was delighted at ending
an agonising 112-day wait for
victory, even if he conceded
Max Verstappen made him
sweat in sizzling Spielberg.

Russell started on pole and
only ever lost the lead during
pit stops, securing a
confidence-boosting win
(right) as championship leader
Antonelli managed only third.

The Brit said: “It’s incredible
to be back on the top step. It's
been a little while.

“Psychologically, it's been a
tough few races for me.

“I've had a huge amount of
support, which has helped me
to stay resilient and to continue
to believe in myself. The tough

races definitely test you and
these last two weekends for me
have been vitally important to
remind myself I can do it

His only complaint was that
his drink system wasn't
working - hardly ideal with the
mercury approaching 40C.

And having a revitalised
Verstappen on your tail never
helps you to stay cool.

Red Bull's upgrades worked
a treat and, finally not in an
overweight car, the Dutchman
showed pace that might have
been enough to win had he not
crashed late in qualifying.

A strategy blunder also gave
Russell a reprieve as, having
been as close as 1.2secs behind
the Silver Arrows, Verstappen
extended his second stint and
slipped to more than 10secs
adrift. He closed the gap again
but ran out of time to catch
Russell, although he fended off
Antonelli’s late charge.

Russell said: “I was really
impressed and surprised by the
pace of Verstappen.

“He put me under a lot of
pressure. I only realised with
about 10 laps to go that he
wasn't going to catch me”’

Verstappen is seventh in the
drivers’ standings and 98
points behind Antonelli. But

you would be a fool to rule him
out if Red Bull can prove that
their pace here was not just a
one-off.

Verstappen was 104 points
off the lead with nine rounds
left last term and ended the’
season two points from glory.

He was quick to remind
everyone that “there are more
races left than last year”.

But he added: “To fight for a
title, we still have too many
issues in the background.”
Antonelli had a messy start

which compromised his
afternoon and, having
dominated practice, he said: ‘T
lost my rhythm. Maybe I
relaxed a bit too much, or Twas
too confident. It’s good learn-
ing and I'll be back stronger”
Ferrari only went backwards
and Hamilton, after finishing
fifth, said they
are still lacking
on the engin Im
front, despite |
their upgrade |
this weekend. He

e

said: “We'e going to have to
push really, really hard to see
when we can get the next

_power upgrade.

“It’s just deployment — ours
tails off and, Mercedes, theirs
just keeps going,

“We've got to look at why
and how we can improve that,
but that’s not
going to come for
while
The heatwave
weeping Europe
3¢ 30: made this the first
?ﬁ: race of the year to

29 be run under F1's
b heat hazard”
o : rules, with drivers

. required to use
- cooling vests or
an

Overheating
rakes were a
- problem, with
Antonelli among
those struggling to
stop the car.
. Both Cadillac
drivers retired
early, with a small
fire on Valtteri
Bottas’ car before
Perez
reported smoke.
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GEORGE RUSSELL earned a
cold bevvy after firing himself
back to second in the title race.

The Brit said he was “a bit
thirsty” after winning a scorching-
hot Austrian Grand Prix with a
drinks-system failure in his car.

It was his first win since the
season-opener in Melbourne and cut
the gap to Mercedes team-mate Kimi
Antonelli at the top to 40 points.

Russell started on pole and was
squeaky clean off the line, executing
Mercedes’ strategy perfectly as he
soaked up pressure.

He has now leapfrogged Lewis
Hamilton in the overall standings
after the seven-time world champion
finished a disappointing fifth.

Max Verstappen _overcame a
horror qualifying crash on Saturday
to produce a blistering drive and
finish second after starting in P5.

It is the Dutchman’s best result all
season on a weekend when tongues
were wagging about his future and
a potential move to McLaren.

ntonelli showed he still has what
it takes to lead the title fight as he
bulldozed around the final laps to
finish third, just three tenths behind
four-time world champ Verstappen.

Formula One chiefs had declared
the race a “heat hazard”, meaning

ere d to top

p wer
31C during the weekend.
That was no surprise given the
stifling European heatwave — and
meant drivers could use extra mea-
sures to regulate their temperature.
With the mercury hitting 35C at
the Red Bull Ring, Russell, 28, said:
“Drink system failed, nice race for it
to do so...I'm a little bit thirsty!”
“It's incredible to be back on the
top step. It's been a little while, so I

STRIAN GRAND PRIX

M GEORGE

will definitely enjoy this one! It was
a real fight. That pole pesition and
the win today show I am cspsblo of
doing it. I've always believed that in
the Tﬁaﬂ gone by.

“This year I never doubted my
ability, I just doubted the process.

= how Lewis has bounced
back — we don't forget how to drive,
it’s about ding th

~Russell — his judgment after
Verstappen’s quali&y‘lng crash, easing
off enough to satisfy the rules but
not enough to wreck his lap, was the
difference between pole and fourth.
And Mercedes boss Toto Wolff
raved: “Since Q3 yesterday, until
now, perfect execution. He was
quick‘, managed the tyres well, cold-

e
“Each race I'm making gains so,

eah, I'm feeling good. I love a big
ight, you want the best drivers to
be in that fight. More the merrier.”

Nothing was getting in the way of

d, really happy for him.”
Russell nicely but
Verstappen was setting fastest laps
early on as he gave chase.
Hamilton and Verstappen had an
epic wheel-to-wheel battle from

T

THE THIRST

Russell earns bevvy with win

turns four to seven on lap ll.bi'l'hg
8 1

ing lap, P
early for tyres and it sealed his fate
as Russell and Verstappen st out.

A thrilling finale saw Verstappen
hunting down Russell, with Antonelli
doing the same behind the Red Bull.

Russell finished 16sec ahead of
Verstappen, with Antonelli 0.3s back.

Verstappen said: “It was a very
good race for us. The first few laps
were fun and then it was trying to
manage your tyres.

“But to be second and that close
to a win is extremely positive.”

PrOTEROTR. 72
ER SHOWER .. G
only his
n in swelt
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BY DANIEL MOXON

GEORGE RUSSELL admits
watching his rivals rack up
the wins had been a drain
on mind and body after
finally landing his second
win of the season.

The Mercedes driver had not
stood on the top step of the
podium since the opening
weekend in Australia, his
team-mate Kimi Antonelli
going on to secure five wins on
the spin before Lewis Hamilton
ended the Italian’s hot streak in
Barcelona.

Little wonder then that
Russell was delighted at ending
an agonising 112-day wait for
victory, even if he conceded
Max Verstappen made him
sweat in sizzling Spielberg.

Russell started on pole and
only ever lost the lead during
pit stops, securing a
confidence-boosting win
(right) as championship leader
Antonelli managed only third.

The Brit said: “It's incredible
to be back on the top step. It's
been alittle while.

“Psychologically, it's been a
tough few races for me.

“I've had a huge amount of
support, which has helped me
to stay resilient and to continue
to believe in myself. The tough
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races definitely test you and
these last two weekends for me
have been vitally important to
remind myselfT can do it .

His only complaint was that
his drink system wasn't
working — hardly ideal with the
mercury approaching 40C.

And having a revitalised
Verstappen on your tail never
helps you to stay cool.

Red Bull's upgrades worked
a treat and, finally not in an
overweight car, the Dutchman
showed pace that might have
been enough to win had he not
crashed late in qualifying,

A strategy blunder also gave
Russell a reprieve as, having
been as close as 1.2secs behind
the Silver Arrows, Verstappen
extended his second stint and
slipped to more than 10secs
adrift. He closed the gap again
but ran out of time to catch
Russell, although he fended off
Antonelli’s late charge.

Russell said: “T was really
impressed and surprised by the
pace of Verstappen.

“He put me under a lot of
pressure. I only realised with
about 10 laps to go that he
wasn't going to catch me.”

Verstappen is seventh in the
drivers’ standings and 98
points behind Antonelli. But

THE

you would be a fool to rule him
out if Red Bull can prove that
their pace here was not just a
one-off.

Verstappen was 104 points
off the lead with nine rounds
left last term and ended the
season two points from glory.

He was quick to remind
everyone that “there are more
races left than last year”.

But he added: “To fight for a
title, we still have too many
issues in the background.’
Antonelli had a messy start

,\irrosoft

PRIZE

Russell's sizzling display from pole shows he’s still in title rac

which compromised his
afternoon and, having
dominated practice, he said: ‘T
lost my rhythm. Maybe 1
relaxed a bit too much, or Iwas
too confident. It's good learn-
ing and I'll be back stronger”
Ferrari only went backwards
and Hamilton, after finishing
fifth, said they
are still lacking
on the engine
front, despite
their upgrade
this weekend. He

AUSTRIA GP RESU LTS

STOOP TO

CONQUER
Brit George
Russell marks
his return to
the top step

said: “We'rg going to have
push really, really hard to :
when we can get the ni
power upgrade.

“It’s just deployment — o
tails off and, Mercedes, th¢
just keeps going.

“We've got to look at
and how we can improve t}
but that’s 1
going to come
a while”

The heatw:
sweeping Eurc
made this the f
race of the yeal
be run under 1
“heat haza
- rules, with driv
'required to 1
cooling vests
‘carry

equivalent wei
in ballast.

Overheati
brakes were
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those struggling
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Both Cadil
drivers retil
early, with a sn
fire on Valtt
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It was unveiled at Brooklands in must-have piece of history.”

Page 1 of 2



DAILY

MONDAY 29 JUNE - IN PRINT

EYES

STOOP TO
CONOUER

THE PRIZE

BY DANIEL MOXON

GEORGE RUSSELL admits
watching his rivals rack up
the wins had been a drain
on mind and body after
finally landing his second
win of the season.

The Mercedes driver had not
stood on the top step of the
podium since the opening
weekend in Australia, his
team-mate Kimi Antonelli
going on to secure five wins on
the spin before Lewis Hamilton
ended the Italian’s hot streak in
Barcelona,

Little wonder then that
Russell was delighted at ending
an agonising 112-day wait for
victory, even if he conceded
Max Verstappen made him
sweat in sizzling Spielberg.

Russell started on pole and
only ever lost the lead during
pit stops, securing a
confidence-boosting win
(right) as championship leader
Antonelli managed only third.

The Brit said: “It’s incredible
to be back on the top step. It's
been a little while.

“Psychologically it's been a
tough few races forme.

support, which has helped me
to stay resilient and to continue
to believe in myself. The tough

‘T've had a huge amount of

races definitely test you and
these last two weekends for me
have been vitally important to
remind myselfI can do it”

His only complaint was that
his drink system wasn't
working - hardly ideal with the
mercury approaching 40C.

And having a revitalised
Verstappen on your tail never
helps you to stay cool.

Red Bull's upgrades worked
a treat and, finally not in an
overweight car, the Dutchman
showed pace that might have
been enough to win had he not
crashed late in qualifying

A strategy blunder also gave
Russell a reprieve as, having
been as close as 1.2secs behind
the Silver Arrows, Verstappen
extended his second stint and
slipped to more than 10secs
adrift. He closed the gap again
but ran out of time to catch
Russell, although he fended off
Antonelli's late charge.

Russell said: “I was really
impressed and surprised by the
pace of Verstappen.

“He put me under a lot of

pressure. I only realised with.

about 10 laps to go that he
‘wasn't going to catch me””
Verstappen is seventh in the
drivers’ standings and 98
points behind Antonelli. But

you would bea fool to rule him
out if Red Bull can prove that
their pace here was not just a
one-off.

Verstappen was 104 points
off the lead with nine rounds
left last term and ended the
season two points from glory.

He was quick to remind
everyone that “there are more
races left than last year”,

But he added: “To fight for a
title, we still have too many
issues in the background.
Antonelli had a messy start

which compromxsetT 18
afternoon and, havin
dominated practice, he said: ‘T
lost my rhythm. Maybe I
relaxed a bit too much, or ' was
too confident. It's good learn-
ing and I'll be back stronger”
Ferrari only went back-
wards and Hamilton, after
finishing fifth,
said they are still
lacking on the
engine front,
despite their
upgrade this

sa
going to have to push really,
really hard to see when we can
get the next power upgrade.
“It’s just deployment - ours
tails off and, Mercedes, theirs
just keeps going.

“We've got to look at why
and how we can improve that,
but that's not
going to come for
awhile”

The heatwave
sweeping Europe
made this the first
race of the year to
be run under F1's
‘heat hazard'rules,
with drivers
required to use .
cooling vests or
carry an
equivalent weight
n ballast.
Overheating
" brakes were a
problem, with
Antonelli among
those struggling to
' stop the car.
Both Cadillac
_ drivers retired

Perez
_ reported smoke.
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‘Reality check’
Hamilton rues
Ferrari's poor
performance

Giles Richards
Red Bull Ring

Lewis Hamilton said Ferrari’s under-
whelming performance at the Aus-
trian Grand Prixrepresented areality
check for him and the team after the
euphoria of his first win with the Scu-
deria at the previous round in Spain.

Hamilton finished in fifth at the
Red Bull Ring, after a race where
Mercedes’s George Russell won from
poleahead of Max Verstappen, whose
Red Bull had made great strides
with upgrades the team brought
to Austria. Hamilton had moved to
second in the championship after the
previousround and was being touted
asapotential title contender, but he
has dropped back to third, behind
Russell and Kimi Antonelli, the
championship leader.

Speaking after his car had suffered
from alack of pace, high tyre degra-
dation and overheating as the team
adopted a three-stop strategy that
did not pay off, he conceded there
wasstillmuch they had tolearn. “It’s
more of areality check,” he said.

“We don’t know why we were so
competitive on Sunday in Barcelona.
That’sastrongtrack forme,Ichosea
strategy that from experience Iknew
would work, with the deg[radation]
that we had, it was like 2021. Then
today we were hit more with reality,
whichiswedostillhaveagood carbut
we are down compared to Mercedes
just on pace. They just are quicker
and we have to keep developing.

“It doesn’t mean we can’t close
that gap [but] that one win doesn’t
meanwearegoingtobe beatingthem
all the time. We still have tojust con-
tinue to add performance to the car,
particularly power is where we’re
going to keep working.”

Hamilton, whostarted third onthe
grid, did enjoy a spirited fight with
Verstappenin the early stages, which
the Dutchmanat one point suggested
should have earned hisrival apenalty,
when the Britishdriver squeezed him
wideat turnsix. The stewards judged
theracing had been fair.

“It was good fun,” Hamilton said
of their duel. “He went off the out-
side. You don’t expect to go around
the outside of achampion. Iwouldn’t
expect to go around the outside of
him there and hold the line. He was
behind at the apex and therefore he
should have backed out but didn’t.”

The Ferrari team principal, Fred
Vasseur, said of the team’s runin Aus-
tria: “Everything went in the wrong
direction but it’s a good lesson.”

A Lewis Hamilton trails race winner
George Russell at the Red Bull Ring

pETRON
7 7

Russell holds off Verstgppeﬁ and

UEEySHULIBOIVGR

Antonelli in tense finale to win

Giles Richards
Red Bull Ring

There are legs still then in a Formula
One world championship that con-
tinuestoebband flow. Atthe Austrian
Grand Prix, George Russell was rid-
ing the wave to win but only aftera
gripping battle with an almost shock-
ingly resurgent Red Bullin the hands
of Max Verstappen. Ferrari, heady
victors in the last round, well, they
were but flotsam in Austria.

The victory was ofimport of course
toRussellwho hasbeenin sore need
of making the point to his teenage
teammate Kimi Antonelli that the
British driver remains a force to
be reckoned with. With Antonelli
finishing third, after a grandstand
finale in which Russell, Verstappen
and the Italian were separated by just
under two seconds, Russell has now
closed the gap to him to 40 points.

It is large but crucially not
insurmountable with 14 rounds
still to go and via a pole sealed with
perfect, split-second judgment
under the intense pressure of
sudden yellow flags and then a win
ground out while being hounded
by a flying Verstappen, Russell
demonstrated the moxie that
should keep him in contention, as
he acknowledged. “The tough races
definitely test you psychologically,”

he said. “These last two weekends
for me have been vitally important
toremind myselfIcandoit”

It was an achievement also noted
by his team principal, Toto Wolff. “It’s
been a perfect execution,” he said.
“He was quick, managed the tyres
well, cold blooded.” Whichis exactly
what Russell needs tobe tomaintain
the pressure on his teammate.

Russell’s win was hard fought but
deserved. He could notafford toputa
foot wrong with Verstappen showing
so much pace to follow him home
from fifth after a crashin qualifying.
Hissecond place wasssignificantgiven
the speculation about the four-time
champion’s future, with rumours ofa
move to McLaren. Theirteam princi-
pal, Zak Brown, observed before the
race that while he was happy with his
lineup, of course he would sign the
Dutchman if something happened
to one of his drivers.

Verstappen, however, has always
been clear that he wants performance
more than anything and Red Bull
know that if they provide that, he
will stay. On this form, the swathe
of upgrades they brought to Austria
were indeed effective, at this circuit
at least. Verstappen was absolutely
rapid at the Red Bull Ring, the most
competitive he has been all year, for
his best finish this season and was
genuinely in with a shot of the win.
He vied with Hamilton to thrilling

effectinthe early stages and was deci-
sive when putting the move on him
that mattered. Then for twostints he
chased down Russell, dashingabout
with the verve of old, that has not so
much been on display this year with
an engine formula he dislikes.

He cut Russell’s lead to four
seconds bylap 34 and asecond more
twolapslater, as Russell struggled for
pace. He was within 1.5sec by lap 40
-only to then have torepeat the task
after the final stops took place. Going
longbefore hislast stop, he emerged
11sec back from Russell with 21 laps
togo. The gap was down to 6sec with

&R :
A George Russell after a hard-fought
victory and his second of the season

¥ 17 Alex Albon Tha Williams
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Resultsandstandings

1 George Russell GB
Mercedes

254
1hr26min 37.979:

Max Verstappen Neth
. RedBull

McLaren e
Lewis Hamilton G&

Racing Bulls
Alzo finished :
11 Gabriel Bortoleto 5t Audi
12 Nico Hiilkenberg Ger Audi
13 Pierre Gasly Fr Alpine
14 Oliver Bearman GB Haas
15 Franco Colapinto Arg Alpine
16 Esteban Ocon Fr Haas

21
2Lk
2L
18 Fernando Alonso Sp Aston Martin +3 L
Notclassified
RET Carlos Sainz 5o Williams
RET Sergio Pérez Mex Cadillac
RET Valtteri Bottas Fir Cadillac
RET Lance Stroll Can Astlo'nManin

i ff
Championship standings <
Drivers: ! Antonelli 171pts; 2 Russell 131,
3 Hamilton 125; 4 Piastri 80; 5 Norris 79;

D
D
D
D

® 6 Leclerc79; 7 Verstappen 73; 8 Hadjar 4;

9 Gasly 41; 10 Lawson 30; 11 Bearman 18
12 Colapinto 16

Constructors: 1 Mercedes 302pts;

2 Ferrari 204; 3 McLaren 159; 4 Red Bull 11
5 Alpine 57; 6 Racing Bulls 44; 7 Haas 21;
8 Williams 11; 9 Audi 2;10 Aston Martin 1;
11 Cadillac0

12remaining then 3secoffwith tt
to go, even as Antonelli also clo
him down to take their battle to
the flag.

Verstappen is now 98 points
Antonelli, a chasm, but as hasb
observed, fewer than the 104-p¢
deficit from which he launched
title tilt that went to the wire
year. Red Bull d it round t|
and while the taskis of agreater s¢
this time out, Verstappen’s driv
Austria was a salutary reminde
his fearsome talent.

Laurent Mekies, the team pi
cipal, was understandably buoy
knowing what it means to keep
driver in situ. “The most satisfy
elementis the pace. For thefirstt
this season we have the pace t¢
very close, to have enough to wi

Ferrari, however, so buoyed
Hamilton’s win at the last roun
Barcelona, wereleftdeflated byal
of pace, tyre degradation issues
overheating. Hamilton fought h
with Verstappen but was ultimai
powerless against his pace and
and his teammate Charles Lec]
finished in fifth and eighth resg
tively, far from the lead and o
moreonlyreallyin the fight with
McLarens of Oscar Piastriand Lai
Norris, who were fourthand sever

Lessons for the Scuderia but
Antonelli, who admitted he was oy
eagerin the openinglaps, repeate
goingwide as he charged from fou
trying desperately to make up plar
Too much too young then but
Wolff has oft observed, he wo
rather calm a charger than tak
stick to a donkey and his pace at
end was formidable once more
reminder for the victorious Rus
that along old scrap still lies ahe:



MONDAY 29 JUNE - IN PRINT

O er T =

ol ~ = ST}

® 7T ®

DHERITI O D

By?llmpm

George Russell withstood Max Ver-
st,appenschallengetoendhlsllz-day
wait for a race victory and breathe
fresh life into his world champion-

ship bid. The Briton headed into the

FORMULA ONE AUSTRIAN GRAND PRIX

Russell holds off
Verstappento
roar backinto
title contention

eighth round of the season at the |
Austrian Grand Prix without a win ‘
since the opening race of the season |
in Melbourne back in March.

But the 28-year-old delivered an
impressive performance to cross the
lme 1.6 seconds clear of Verstappen. ’

Championship leader Kimi An-
tonelli finished third in Spielberg,
just three tenths behind Verstappen,
allowing Russell to reduce the Ital-
ian’s title advantage from 50 points
t040, aweek out from the British GP.

Russell’s triumph also elevated
him ahead of Lewis Hamilton in the

lenge, a week after his winin Spain.
Hamilton ended fifth and is now
46 points off the championship
pace, while Oscar Piastri finished
in fourth, with Verstappen’s Red
Bull team-mate Isack Hadjar sixth
and world champion Lando Norris a
place futher back.
“Yabba-dabba-doo!” yelled
as he c] inner
Fred Flintstone after finally ending
e
His cha]lengehadbeenbhght—
ed by bad luck, indifferent form and
an impressive Antonelli run of form

in recent months, but the English-
man will feel a weight has been lifted
oﬁ'hlsshouldersaheadofhlshome
event at Silverstone next week

pedetotheopemngcomerw:ththe
drama

Hamilton cleared team-mate
Charles Leclerc for second on lap
one before Antonelli moved into
third position, only to droptwo plac-
es after he ran off the

Verstappen crashed out of quali-
fying at the penultimate corner, but

stappen traded positions at turns
3 and 4 before the Red Bull driver
dropped two wheels on the gravel
at turn 6 and called for his one-time
rival to be sanctioned.
“That’s a penalty, a clear pen-
alty, said Verstappen, aggrieved
that Hamilton had left him with no-
where to go. The stewards noted the
flashpoint but elected against any
serious action.

Verstappen was ing to reel
in Russell, and by lap 40, the Dutch-
man was just over a second back.

But Mercedes moved quickly,
bringing Russell into the pits for a
second time, andwhenVerstappen
stopped for tyres six laps later, he
wasthebatpaﬂofllsecondsbe-
hind the leader.

Itwaslhzssells\‘olosefmmthere,
and although Ve

challenge.

“It’s incredible to be back on the
top step said a delighted Russell
after taking the victory. “It has been
alittle while, so I am going to enjoy
it this evening. Max was incredibly

After upsetting the form book
to take a last-gasp pole position,
Russell held his nerve on the stam-

qmcksokudostothem.ltwas
out there so I am looking forward to

adrink now.”
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Russell's sizzling display from pole shows he's still in title race

BY DANIEL MOXON

GEORGE RUSSELL admits
watching his rivals rack up
the wins had been a drain
on mind and body after
finally landing his second
win of the season.

The Mercedes driver had not
stood on the top step of the
podium since the opening
weekend in Australia.

Team-mate Kimi Antonelli
went on to secure five wins on
the spin before Lewis Hamilton
ended the Italian’s hot streak
in Barcelona.

Little wonder then that
Russell was delighted at ending
an agonising 112-day wait for
victory, even if he conceded
Max Verstappen made him
sweat in sizzling Spielberg.

Russell started on pole and
only ever lost the lead during
pit stops, securing a
confidence-boosting win,
Tight, as championship leader
Antonelli managed only third.

The Brit said: “It's incredible
to be back on the top step. It's
been alittle while.

“Psychologically, it's been a
tough few races for me.

“I've had a huge amount of
support; which has helped me
to stay resilient and to continue
to believe in myself. The tough

races definitely test you and
these last two weekends for me
have been vitally important to
remind myselfI can do it”

His only complaint was his
drink system wasn't working
— hardly ideal with the mercury
approaching 40C.

And having a revitalised
Verstappen on your tail never
helps you to stay cool..

Red Bull's upgrades worked
a treat and, finally not in an
overweight car, the Dutchman
showed pace that might have
been enough to win had he not
crashed late in qualifying.

A strategy blunder also gave
Russell a reprieve as, having
been as close as 1.2 seconds
behind the Silver Arrows,
Verstappen extended his
second stint and slipped to
more than 10 seconds adrift.

He closed the gap again but
ran out of time to catch Russell,
although he fended off
Antonelli’s late charge.

Russell said: ‘T was really

impressed and surprised by the
pace of Verstappen.
- “He put me under a lot of
pressure. I only realised with
about 10 laps to go he wasn't
going to catch me”

Verstappen is seventh in the
drivers' standings and 98

MONDAY 29 JUNE -
IN PRINT

MORE AT DAILYRECORD.CO.UK

ON
THE

points behind Antonelli. But
you would be a fool to rule him
out if Red Bull can prove their
pace liere was not a one-off.

Verstappen was 104 points
off the lead with nine rounds
left last term and ended the
season two points from glory.

‘He was quick to remind
everyone that “there are more
races left than last year”.

But he added: “To fight for a
title, we still have too many
issues in the background”

Antonelli had a messy start,

DAILY'REC!

STOOP TO
CONQUER
Russell marks
return to the top
step of podium

RIVONRS

aWierosoft
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which compromised his
afternoon, and having
dominated practice he said: ‘T
lost my rhythm. Maybe I
relaxed a bit too much, or I was
too confident. It's good learning
and I'll be back stronger”
Ferrari only went backwards
and Hamilton, after finishing
fifth, said they
are still lacking
on the engine
front despite
their upgrade
this weekend. He

R

said: “We'e going to have to
push really, really hard to see
when we can get the next
power upgrade.

“It’s just deployment — our
tails off and Mercedes, theirs
just keeps going.

“We've got to look at why
and how we can improve that.

But that’s not

going to come for
=12 awhile’

i The heatwave
11986 sweeping Europe
;gé.zss - made this the first
29399 race of the year to
1505 be run under F1's
“heat hazard”
 rules, with drivers
o> required to use
cooling vests

~or carry an
-~ equivalent weight
in ballast.

“%  Overheating
brakes were a
roblem, with
Antonelli among
those struggling to .
~ stop the car.
Both Cadillac
drivers retired
early, with a small
fire on Valtteri
Bottas' car before
Sergio Perez
5s reported smoke.
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Gary Anderson

Why Russell must dent
rival’s lead at Silverstone

After a lengthy wait, George -coin. Still, it is not ludicrous to characteristics to Silverstone with be about who can execute

Russell stood on the top step of the | have a stab at the next run. even longer straights. Again, itisa qualifying better.

podium in Austria and with it put Russell will go into the British drivers’ track, though less so these The Hungaroring is enormously
himself back into second place in Grand Prix this weekend with days. Itis also an energy-hungry different to Spa and Silverstone.
the drivers’ championship. confidence and momentum aftera | circuit. Russell has gone quite well I would also expect its

‘With all we have seen in the first | long-awaited win in Austria, as here in the past and it was around characteristics - longer, slower
eight races of the season, a straight | well asa decentresult (and pole)in | this point last season that corners - to suit Antonelli more
fight between Russell and Kimi Spain. A home race often gives a Antonelli went off than Russell. He seems to be better
Antonelli, his Mercedes team- driver a bit more in their tank, and the boil. Might at getting the front-end to work
mate, now looks most likely. the fast, flowing corners at that happen and that is crucial here.

How might the rest of the season | Silverstone should suit his driving again? Itis Sometimes we see the leading
play out between these two style. Itis a true drivers’ track. difficulttosay. | teamschallenged in Hungary asit
drivers? Are there some tracks that The proviso here is that Asever, itis is a bit of an outlier track and that
suit Antonelli more than Russell Silverstone is one of the worst likely might be the case here.
and vice versa? Yes, butitisa tracks for energy management. ey to After the summer break, F1
complicated picture with many That, however, might mean u returns to the Dutch seaside
other factors in play. Mercedes are top of the pack as before the race drops off the

Itis difficult to look too far they have a better handle on o calendar. Zandvoort is a little bit
ahead in the season and predict that than most. Ferrari were ; 3 like Hungary in some ways with
what might happen because the strong in the longer : long corners and a few banked
strengths and weaknesses of a car corners in Spain, which % . sections. If the car is good, it is
and its characteristics will change might help them too. good to drive here, but a bad car
as development ramps up in the °  Nextup is Spa- - X here is difficult to deal with.
middle of the season. Francorchamps, in Man at the Iwould not be surprised to see

Looking at the races in the Belgium, which top: Kimi Verstappen upset the Mercedes
autumn, you may as well toss a has similar Antonelli drivers at his home race, but

TY

Lovely bubbly: Britain’s George
Russell celebrates with his Mercedes
team after winning in Austria

between Russell and Antonelli I
would lean towards Antonelli as he
seems to be able to hit the ground
running right at the front.

‘We have seen quite often this
season the two-by-two “Noah’s
Ark” grids. I think it will be even
more so at Monza in Italy as the lap
time there is more or less dictated
by the straight-line efficiency of
the car and the driver has much
less input in the lap time than say
at Silverstone or Spa. .

Ferrari, too, often pull
something out of the bag for their
home race. Last year Antonelli
struggled to deal with the pressure
in his home races at Imola and
Monza, but this year things appear
to be different. After his first win
in China his level has barely
dropped. The expectation from the
home fans and media scrutiny
could actually give him a bit of a
boost at Monza this year.

The Madring in Spain is
completely unknown as it is a new
track. Everyone, each driver and
each team, must experiment.

It will be the driver or team that
does this most successfully that
will triumph, but the car still plays
apart. Again, Antonelli has so far
been the better driver at getting up
to speed sooner, so Madrid might
work well for him.

Two street tracks in a row, in
Azerbaijan and Singapore, kick off
the flyaway races and the final
third or so of the season.

The two Mercedes drivers are
performing similarly and it has
been a fantastic championship so
far. Antonelli just needs to cut out
the errors alittle and he willbe in a
superb position. He has been more
prone to mistakes than Russell and
on street circuits like these, you
can be punished for a small error.

You are always a blink away
from destruction. That said,
Antonelli was superb at Monaco
when pushing to the maximum,.
but I think Russell’s maturity will
pay off here. Looking beyond this
there are so many uncertainties
about how the Mercedes car’s
characteristics may change -and
‘whether they will still be the
fastest team - that trying to work
out which track will suit which

driver is extremely difficult.

Between Antonelli and Russell,
every circuit can go either way.
Generally Russell is better at the
faster, more committed circuits -
like Austin and Interlagos -
whereas Antonelli is better on the
stop-and-go type circuits with
good changes of direction that

require a strong front end - like
Mexico City and Abu Dhabi.

It is so hard to predict. It will
come down to the car and making
sure that no other teams nip in
there, as happened in Austria
when it was nearly a Ferrari
front-row lockout. It will also
come down to avoiding big
mistakes and executing the
qualifying lap on Saturday.

‘You cannot overstate how
crucial this is. Russell has pulled a
lap out of the bag for pole in both
Montreal and Austria, but
Antonelli has been more
consistent at this so far in 2026.

He also holds a 40-point
advantage which, while not
enormous, is something you
would rather have than not.
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WOLFF: KEEP EVEN KEEL, GEORGE

TO'I'OV WOLFF urged ot By ISABELLE BARKER

"“”""m::a ":n ",';“'iz'"- is just driving the car. In_this
sport, we t to swing between
of Formula One’s title race. m,,,,, and depression.
Brit won the Austrian — “One weekend we're the greatest
Grand Prix on Sunday to iVG hi' and we're world champions and
champlofe HEsbebeine big it's all fantastic...and five days
It meant 98Pﬁ'°f€°d Lewis later, it's a big depression and
Hamilton for second place and is eve! ng is s S
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Hamilton reigning
supreme at
Silverstone back
in 2019

BY PHILIP DUNCAN 4

THE boss of Silverstone said he is
“absolutely ready” to drive this
weekend's British Grand Prix into
the history books as the most-
attended Formula One event ever.

It is anticipated that an
extraordinary 565,000 spectators will
descend on Silverstone across the
weekend for the ninth round of the
season.

That will eclipse the sport’s 31-year
record - held by the alian Grand
Prixin Adelaide - by 45,000.

Silverstone has sold rmore than
175,000 tickets for Sunday’s race alone,
which is also a new record for the
Northamptonshire circuit.

And Silverstone chief executive
Stuart Pringle said: “What does it
mean to be hosting the largest Grand
Prix ever? c

“It feels entirely appropriate for the
place which ran the first round in
Formula One in 1950. The British
fanbase and the history of strong

e %, 5 & :
attendance makes it fitting that it is us
(that breaks the record), and it
reinforces how important the British
market is to Formula One. This is a
very big race in the calendar.

“We are absolutely ready. The whole
thing has got an air of polish to it.

“We have been building up year-on-
year, but this feels like a big step
forward”

Lando Norris, returning as the
defending champion, will get an
enormous reception this weekend —
not least from his huge sold-out
‘Landostand’.

But he knows back-to-back
Silverstone successes are unlikely
given McLaren's lack of pace.

He said: “The car is still behind the
leaders in terms of performance, but
that's something we know we need
more time to improve.

“I'm excited for the home crowd.
‘We're making progress, and if we tidy
up a few things, we'll give ourselves a
better shot next time.”

The hlm Flcrowdat
Adelaide in1995
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ill-suited to
grid’s current
engines, says
Verstappen

Giles Richards
Red Bull Ring

Max Verstappen fears this weekend’s
British Grand Prixmayfall flat, arguing
thatthe newFormula Oneregulations

- willleave teams struggling to perform

onwhatis considered one of the great
circuits of the season. Verstappen
said he had been left laughing at
how Silverstone was neutered by
the current engine formula when
practising for the race on a simulator.

The four-time world champion
finished second at the Austrian
Grand Prix on Sunday, behind the
Mercedes of George Russell, but his
Red Bull showed greatly improved
form after the host of upgrades the
team applied at the Red Bull Ring.
The place was hard earned, given he
was also suffering from a technical
problem at the rear of the carin the
second half of the race. g

Regardless of which, he was
sceptical about how that might
translate into next Sunday’s race. “I
love the track but I did a few laps on
the simulator, Ijuststarted laughing,”
he said. “It felt like a different track
tobe honest. You barely have battery
around the lap. It’s just constantly
flat. So yes, it’s going to feel very
different compared to what we are
used to around Silverstone, because
of the layout of the track.

“In Austria you havelong straights
and big braking zones, so you can
charge the battery. There [at Silver-
stone] you have long straights butin
a fast corner for example you can’t
really charge the batteries, and then
thenext straight youdon’thave alot
tospend. It’sgoingtobeatoughone”

Verstappen, like most drivers from
the grid, has been a vocal critic of
the current engine formula, which
places an emphasis on energy man-
agement with an almost 50-50 split
between power from the internal

weekend may lie
ahead for Max
Verstappen, who
has been critical
of thecurrent
formula

JAKUB PORZYCKI/
NURPHOTO/
SHUTTERSTOCK

combustionengine and the electrical
battery and hybrid unit. The system
makes some tracks where energy
recovery is scarce, frustrating for
those who cannot drive flat-out as
they would like. The Dutchman fears
Silverstone, with its long straights,
fast corners and few heavy braking
areas, will be punishing.

However Lewis Hamilton, fifth
in Austria after Ferrari had a disap-
pointingweekend butwho did enjoy
a feisty scrap with Verstappen, was
nonetheless impressed by Red Bull,
deeming them genuine contenders
and noting how the team had both
shed the car’s excess weight and
developed it strongly. -

“The weight that they dropped
from the car is huge,” he said. “It’s
showing that they’ve got a good
car. Then they brought up lots of
upgrades, so they’re going to be
a force to be reckoned with in the
following races.”

.Verstappen’s second place in
Austria was his best result of the
season and represented a real step
forward for histeam, who had opened
the year off the pace and struggling
forboth grip and balance. They might
expect to show good form at the
British GP but if they are once more
struggling for power it could instead
prove tobeafrustrating weekend for
the 28-year-old.

Nonetheless the Red Bull team
principal, Laurent Mekies, remained
enormously positive at the strides
his team had made across the
opening eight rounds.

“We started the season more
than a second away from the pace
to win a race;” he said. “The Miami
package took us back to the half-
a-second region and now it’s great
with the package we had on Sunday.
We seem to be within the last 10th,
certainly within striking range ”

Theacid test comes at Silverstone
where Mercedes, who have
demonstrated major advantages
in the strength of their recharging
and deployment of electrical
energy this season, will expect tobe
enormously strong.

‘Idid afew lapson

the simulator and
started laughing’

Max Verstappen
Red Bull driver
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ore female fans than ever,
no women in F1's Piranha Club?

Formula 1 has never
been more diverse but
has not had a female
team boss

for six years,
writes Molly
Hudson

Walking down the Formula 1 paddock
in 2026 is a very different experience
than it would have been in decades
gone by.

Particularly since Liberty Media
took over the sport, and the Netflix
series Drive to Survive catapulted Fl in-
to the mainstream, the make-up of the
paddock is more diverse, younger and
more  female, matching the
fastest-growing ~ demographic  of
16-24-year-old women and girls who
now watch the sport.

Formula 1 Academy, the all-female
race series, is thriving, broadcast live on
Sky Sports, with a Netflix show of its
own, and will make its debut at Silver-
stone this weekend. Yet the representa-
tion of women in senior leadership—at
the teams, at least — is sorely lacking.

“] think it’s important that we keep
reminding people that there have been
female team principals, because we
now see 11 male team bosses,” Claire
Williams says.

Williams was team principal at the
constructor founded by — and named
after — her father Frank, from 2013-20.
The first female team leader was Mo-
nisha Kaltenborn at Sauber in 2012.

Yet since Williams departed in 2020,
there have been no other women in the
team principal or chief executive roles.
In those six years, the role has changed
significantly.

“Isaw this brilliant video onlineat the
weekend from Barcelona of James
Vowles [now the Williams team princi-
pal] going out on the balcony, kind of &
la Michael Jackson, throwing baseball
caps,” Williams says. “It’s not just a
handful of drivers that are superstars in
Formula I now. It’s the team principals.”

The “see it, be it” concept is particu-
larly apt in high-level sports, and team
principals have a huge platform. When
Williams was in place, she was able to
use that spotlight to increase the num-
ber of women in her team —from 9 per
cent in 2013 (many in roles such as PR

driver in the sport, focusing on not only

and hospitality) to 19 per cent when she
d. the race series itself, but the pathway

departe:

The number of women in teams
generally has increased in recent
years and The Times understands
the gender split at Williams
now stands at 21 per cent.

“Williams is proud to be
continuing the team’s long §
track record of opening up
access to motorsport, whe-
ther that is giving the best
young driving talent a
route into Fl or
backing  brilliant
engineers Te-

ibly difficult and expen-
sive, it is somewhat

categories and Formu-

la1is the end goal.
The route to team
principal is more com-
h Toto

Miiller, as Ocon’s engineer, and Red Bull’s Schmitz, below, are F1 trailblazers, but the sport lacks a female team principal

not have the talent to reach Formula 1.

The team principal role itself is also
changing. “The greatest shift that I've
seen is team principals now, they’re not
just the businesspeople in Formula 1"
Williams said. “We've got this shift,
which is quite interesting, where the
majority of team principals — probably
outside of Toto — have that engineer-
ing bias.”

‘Where once team principals were the
owners, their name on the door, now
they are part of an increasingly com-
plex leadership structure, often along-
siLde a gi‘nef executive and different

plex, 3

gardless of back- ‘Wolff, for example, has
5 a i a und as a ven-

7 ture capital investor.

Both he and Christian
Horner, the former

5 5
before realising they did

Hannah Schmitz, Red Bull's head of
race strategy, is perhaps the most senior
'woman in a Formula 1 team, while last
season, Laura Miiller’s appointment as
Esteban Ocon’s race engineer at Haas
broke new ground in another key role.

Susie Wolff, who is managing direct-
or of Formula 1 Academy, would un-

so why

F1’s 11 team principals

Mercedes Toto Wolff
Ferrari Fred Vasseur
McLaren Andrea Stella
Red Bull Laurent Mekies
Aston Martin Adrian Newey
Williams James Vowles
Alpine Flavio Briatore
Haas Ayao Komatsu

Audi Jonathan Wheatley
Racing Bulls Alan Permane
Cadillac Graeme Lowdon

doubtedly have both the credentials
(formerly CEO of a Formula E team)

“and the respect of her contemporaries,

but the presence of her husband, Toto,
as Mercedes principal would prove
problematic if she had any desire to
move into F1 team leadership.

“If I can do it, I don’t see why anyone
else can't,” Williams says. “I was noth-
ing special, and there are women that
are far smarter than I am, and so why
wouldn't there be another female team
principal?”

‘While Williams undoubtedly down-
plays her talents, the reality is that not
every woman fighting for a place at the
top of the sport is the daughter of ateam
founder. Thelikelihood is that there are
simply fewer women finding their way
into senior engineering positions to
have any chance of even showing the
business acumen or leadership quali-
ties required of a team principal.

Another possible barrier is the like-
lihood that by the time a woman was to
reach the period of her career to have
enough experience to lead a Formula 1
team, it could coincide with a wish to
start a family.

Williams experienced this — giving
birth in October 2017. She reflects on
the period as incredibly difficult, to bal-
ance her job and being a mum. Back
then, her suggestion of a créche in the
motorhome was not well received.

Steps forward have been made in that
regard, with Laura Winter, the FI TV
presenter, recently praising the sport
having been provided a mothering
room for her newborn son, Alfie, during
her return to the paddock in Montreal.

The Piranha Club — as FI’s ruthless
political landscapeis often described —
has had women at its top table in the
past. That it has not for six years now is
amissed opportunity inasport growing
and diversifying at a rapid pace.
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Aston Martin
L accelerate bid
for Hormer

CHRISTIAN HORNER has again
been approached by Aston Martin
to turn around their ailing
Formula One team, Daily Mail
Sport understands.

Aston’s Canadian billionaire
owner Lawrence Stroll has
coveted Horner for a long time
and came agonisingly close to
signing the former Red Bull boss a
few months ago.

Should Horner, 52, join Aston, he
would be following Adrian Newey,
his design guru during 20 glorious
years together at Red Bull.
Horner has not commented,

while a spokesman for Aston said:
‘We do not comment on rumour
and speculation.’
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Silverstone

set to shine

I ByJames & Freddie Beckett
Bucks. Advertiserajpress.co.nk "
| @James_ChronNTFC

Thisweekend'sBritish Grand
Prix looks like being a record
breaker.

An expected capacity
crowd of 570,000 is set to
attend the event across the
weekend, whichwill officially
establish theraceasthemost
visited F1 event of all-time.

The current season is
shaping up nicely. Mercedes
man Kimi Antonellileadsthe
way after an impressive start
to the year, although he’s be-
ing chased by British trio
Lando Norris, Lewis Ham-
ilton and George Russell, all
of whom will be roared on by
their home crowd this week.

Norris, thereigning world
champion, willbeboosted by

I 21,000 fans sitting in a dedi-
cated 'LandoStand’ at the
track's Stowe Corner. Oliver
Bearman (Haas) and Arvid
Lindblad (Racing Bulls) com-
plete the British line-up.

Born out of a wartime air-
field, Silverstone is now one
of the world's leading mot-
orsport facilities, and many
new crowd-enhancing fea-
tures have been installed for
this weekend, including fan
areas,and anincreased array
of concerts.

World darts champion
Luke 'The Nuke' Littler will
also be on the oche at the cir-

Silverstonewill break more records this weekend. Picture: Bryn LennGouyages

cuit's Night of Dartsinitsnew
BoxPark area, alongside fel-
low darts players Luke Hum-
phries, Michael van Gerwen,
and Fallon Sherrock.

Silverstonewillhost an F1
Sprint race for only the sec-
ond time on Saturday, fol-
lowed by the main event at
3pm on Sunday.

Aside from Mercedes, re-

gionalinterestin the bigrace
willfocus on the Silverstone-
based Aston Martin and Ca-
dillac teams.

Neither have enjoyed a
good season to date, and in
Austria last week three of
thefour carsrepresentingthe
two teams were retirements.
Fernando Alonso and Lance
Stroll will drive for Aston

Martin at Silverstone, while
Valtteri Bottas and Sergio
Perezrace for Cadillac.

The weekend will also see
on-track support race action
for the FIA Formula 2, For-
mula3and Formula Academy
championships.

Mare Gene, the former
University of Buckingham
student whoisthebrand am-

bassador and test driver for
Scuderia Ferrari, will be at
Silverstone to represent the
team and Italian television.
He said: "Silverstone is so
special to F1. The track has
an amazing history and Brit-
ish fans love the sport. The
season is so exciting, and the
newregulationshave certain-
lymade things interesting.”
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Cadillac Unveils Patriotic Formula 1
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Adrian Newey Explains Why Aston
Martin is Struggling in Formula 1

Russell impresses and Verstappen
bounces back- driver ratings

Did Russell’s pole set dangerous
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Why F1 should stop considering a
return to refuelling in 2031
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f1-should-stop-considering-a-return-to-
refuelling-in-2031/10834960/

https://www.autosport.com/f1/news/mclare
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