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Russell: I could have had 20
w*.ms but my time will come

Formulal
Muolly Hikdson Motor Racing Reporter

Guorge Russell believes he will get the
epporhenity to fght for the world
chammionship at some point in his
career but savs he would have done so
already i he was driving for Mercedes
in a different era,

Hitting in the Mercedes motorhome
in Ausiria, twiddling his sunglasses, be
confidently predicted that "my time
will come” about 72 hours belore secur-
ing victory at the Bed Bull Ring. That

—was largely courtesy of the vollision
between Max Verstappen and Lamda
Morris, leaving Kussell fo swing past
thiem both as they limped to the pits,
Regardless, there -are sipns that
Russell, 26 15 more than capable of reg-
ularly winning races. Against his team-
mate, Lewis Hamilton, the seven-times
world champion, he iz leading 9-2 in
head-to-head  qualifving  this
season, and 7-3 in race results.
In the two other seasons
they have both been Mer-
cedes drivers, honours
have beeit shaved.
Unfortunately [or
Mereedes.  they had
mostly been batlling for

| tores, struggling with the

podiums, rather than vice-

present set of regulations,
hefore finally making what ap-
pears to be a swstained Dbreak-
through i recent weeks,

“If these last three years was a differ-
ent era, | potentially can heve 20 wins,
pales to my faee and (1 could have
been] fighting for championships in all
of these Fears” Russell said,

"Wl tiree will come, When 1 ook at
Fernarudo [Alumso] nr Tewis, | think |'ve
zuta m:md [ ¥4 2 vears left inme. We're
all [___--::llrl.;|.=| bor gt our riunity at some
puint, l'l'l!bk? MaxE Varstappens| time.
Maxs era. There's no guarantes thal
hes going to be fighting every single
vear in the fumare, Who knows what’s
2oing to come next? Tve just pol Lo make
siire T fesudy ™

Bed Bull may be Mercedes' nvals on
Leack bt Russells first memories gt Sil-
virsbone, where he will be among the
contenders for victory this weekend,

feature the tesm in a more favourable

winy — ondy the second of bas FI career |

light. He attended his [irst Tl race at the
circult in 2005, as a fan, having to walk
away from the track because his ears
were hurting fmom the moar of the en-
gitves. “I was slanding at the edee of
Copse, which was tum 1T alwa
mernber seving the Red Bulls ]eﬁ%ng I
think it was Sehastan [Vettal] Thenoise,
the poar, gelbing poosebomps,

“Bohewe it or not 1 had s Bed Bull
Jumpur an, which I've =l gof at home
semewhere. Mercedes wasn't in the
sport st the Hme It was a silver Puma
Red Bull jomper. 1 used to have the Fer-
rari Fuma shoes foo, which were ieonic,
the sSpeedeats, | was too woumg to ko
whao | was rooting for, 1 was just there
enjoying FL”

Russall impressed i a Williams car
that was in effect 2 backimarker in 2019,
before joining Mercedes i 2002, Thal
e Lad to sigenfcantly more attenbion
and, at timees, criticism, a4 he partnered
Hammiltol.

Last month an angry email was
sent to members of the pad-
dock daiming that Mer-
cetes - were pnfairly
favouring  Bussedl over
Hamiltom, while deserib-
-ing the vounger driver in

teamn emploves, altiiough
it 15 understomd thal Mer-
cedes believe it could have
origirted fnome a TTamilkon fan,
Russell insists his relatimship
with Harmilten i stronger than ever, ©If
anylhing, we've grown claser together.”
he says, despite the Iatters mpending
move bo Ferrari at the end of theseason,
In a fiercely competitive and secretive
spart, that will mean. as the season
progresses, that Hamilten will not be
imvodved in o all Mercedes meetings
That is just part and parcel of the busi-
ness. Bussell believes;

°1 think wou cain also arpue Thal il
Picasso showeed an artist his work, that
arligt s1ll has Lo re-ereale it he savs,

“You can pive the secrels away, or give
the chef the ingredients, hat they've
sl gnt tor cook the meal”

It is put to Russell that if Hamilton is
the GOAT (greatest of all time], and he
is bettering his results this season, then
what exactly does that make him? May -
be "a goatee™. he jokes.
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By Danisl Moxon
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Eritishdriver believes he

has proved he is s good as
anyone ashe goesinmohis |
homesrand privonahigh |

eorge Russell s
umderstandahly
I buoyant maod
headinginka kis home
raceal Uhe il ish
Grand Frix. ‘The
20 yesar-ciled eod bs nbo il vershons:
thizsweekend on the back of a win
ancl with nn shortage of conficdence.

Whett aaked teappraze his
standing amomg Forrmala (ne's top
deiwers he s uolesilan *Thelieve
("o 3= pocdd 25 anvone,” he savs, <1
think [we proves thit

. He hashad o do soagaimst
thetomgheest af moasuresin the
o of his Meicedes teamnmate,
[awiis Hammilfon, which raisce the
guestica: if Thmiltonis the GOAT.
where is Hussell?

TLaving besry relentlesshy
quegtioned about his relatonship
with the sewen-hmes waorld
champlon since the drver from
King'slaynn joined Mercedosin
2uzz, he replies slonply withia bioad
#rin, “That’s the big maestion,
I80°LILT Tlee poal es?™ Russell’s

vickary at the last rovmnd i Anstria,
aontly the second ol his career
and ker = first sinee he took

the Thng it Braxil in 2022, wasas
weelooine 83 it was unexpectad. The-
sories nf upErsdes since Monacsin
Mlay have put bis car i position o
Mclaren and Farvari, for
prixclivm plices Behimd Red Takl arud
potentialty more. :

After Anstria the team principal, |
Tobo Wl daid he falt Mercedeas
wore nn track, noting they had “hig
imcHesium move in e Lesn Lo g
toapointwhere e are able, onresl
pectosmasee, o tight lor the win®,

At the Red Ball Bing, ovrerer,
mace was nod decisive Rossellwas
ln third belind Red Bull's Max
Versmppen.and Melaren's Lando
Morcis weliei the g collided,
allowing Fusscllin towin, Itwasa
remiinder ol sticking b the tick, o
leszon not kost on him.

Wy time will come™ hesays,

“I've ot a good 17 ba 20 vears [eft
inmme, Thisiz Max's Hime, Max's
era. There's noguaantee Ul s

foing tebe fightng cvervsingle. |

yezarin the future; When Sebistian
[vetual] was winning, nobodyw
vt have prodictod that, When
Leetwis was winning, nolody woadd
hawe predicted that. Who kmows
whats going bncormee nesct? Tee just
ot b make sure I'm ready”

Fuescll began his Flcareer at
Wikl L 2000, inpressing gver
three seasons at the strupglme team
wntil he joinesd Wercodes, Optimism
then that bhewould te immediately
Lxattlivng Forweis weitl Ll teirm

- which had won eight conse catve

romstructors’ championships fell
away as thear inter pretation of

| thenew regulations proved off

Lhe mark.

They hawe been playing catchup
unbil trese most recenl caces. For
| Busgell this was a tougher task
| than ke surely had antici pated
a4 he looks owands Mercedes
rommin g gain s is set
become thelr senior driver when
Hamiltan jeins Korrar at theond of

Ll sesigon.

o “ldefimitely whe confidencein
my perfurmances and the resulls
1"we manamed bo achiewe in these
threse yesirs ™ i says. T ke il
was ahways molng tobe a hard task
wning agrinsgt Tewis bat 1 always
believed Ln cyaedf. I kmow ['we

| gatitinme, thatwhen the car's

Lhera, il be able 1o deliver those

perfarmanoes.” :
Heris, hieadenits, sl learming,
sl impronving and explains e was

omly L when b belivars] e cmald
ke it as a drlver but several years
Tater expericnce amdd reality made

| thesnselves el

“1'was nist 5o naive tothewarld
and eoadident and maple anogul,
youcanargue” he saye, ¥ was
winning ceerything that 1 weas
1aciog in at the tinie. S0 1 thought:
‘I'm st penna win and be an FL
drives oue day? T just thoueht itwas
assimple & that,

0 waas onby velven Ty 16T
recopmised Ife's notquibe as simple
asitwasasa ki, nrwhat yon
believed aga dd, and vou couldn't
just redy omewour speed arid falent,
o1 bad to po above and bepond

A sommenme whe Arstcame tn
Silversborie g a child, s race
means an awhulJot i Husseil. He
minhe his single-seater debut there
and tock his first wan aod fizst FL
testat the ol airfielkl,

Hig amiitonzremaln grand - he
wants moTe vickaries 2nd to Aght
| Tt dhe wit e = Do Farnow, if Tale
smiles on him again this weekend,
it would mean more thananything,

“If 1 had the chodce, Sibverstone
worlld alwaysheMn 1 ofatare

wlin, of cowise " he gays. YwWhen

yiou1 ot your home tace you frel
Lhis extran enarpy Frun the crowd,
youTe ust sortof ciding this wawe )

4 v R U5 win 1n At
wuzs Hhe seveind oi s 1 career
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FORMULA ONE
Russell ‘as good as

George Russell
believes he is as good
as any driver on the
Formula One grid - as'
the Briton gears up
for hlS home race at Silverstone
on Sunday. On a high from taking
advantage of Max Verstappen’s late
collision with Lando Norris to claim
Just the second win of his career,
Russell (above) will seek to land his
first British Grand Prix podium this
weekend.

“I believe I am as good as
anyone,” said Russell. “And I think
I have proven that in my three
years [against Lewis Hamilton -
at Mercedes].
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FIGHTING TALK: Norris

Lando’s.

pushing
to Max

B by DANIEL MOXON

LANDHD MORIIS as
wiarned Max Verstappen
heis veady to take their
battle to the limit when
they meeton the track al
Silverstore.

Monrls and Verstappen
clashed gt last weekend's |
Austrian Grand Prix when
the bicl aren Tan was
b hls Bed Bull val
for the lead.

The cibver
HEW ﬁm pick up
Puichires, with Normis
E?‘I-'Cﬂdm retive and %

Eﬂ[‘ﬂp}.‘lml ﬂ}]‘l’lll'lg T
in fifth place after pick
up a W-seeond penalty for
cansing the collision. .

But Norris heads into.his
home race on Sunday full
of brelief B can heat
Verstappen.

*I'm viry excited for the
Hritish Grand Prix,” Nouis
told the Chriz Moves
Show on Radio X

“Ireviewed everyihing,
“we've goneover snutf, and

let's sayr Twion'L geally
change what | did, Twas
fightityg; dnd thats what
wi e — e want o Hght,

“We're Aahtlng, we both

want to win and we're
goifng 1o push i o the
lirmits - some slightly more
than athers”

Marris will be one of
three Brits heading into
therace filll of belief that
(hey can deliver the resalr
the homeé crowd craves.

Genrge Russell ook the
chequered Mag in Anstria,
while Mercedes chief Tato
Wollt iz adamant that
Larwvis Hamilton can win
again befiore he loaves for
Ferrar.

Wolffsaid of his tears’s
chances: “We will have to
be at our best to challenge
for the podium once again.
Thar Is our aim, tough”
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FORMULA ONE B

LANDO HOPE & GLORY

BY DANIEL MOXON punctures, with Norris forced
LANDO NORRIS has warned to retire and Verstappen

Max Verstappen he is ready oming home in fifth place
to take their battle to the . after picking up a 10
limit on the track at \ second penalty.

Sitverstone. = .21 But Norris (left)

The pair clashed at o' | heads into his home
Sunday's Austrian AT race on Sunday full of
Grand Prix when the P belief. “We're fighting,
MclLaren man was battling we both want to win and
his Red Bull rival for the lead.  we're going to push it to the

The coming together saw limits - some slightly more
both drivers pick up than others,” he said.
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What you need to know about Ferrari’s biggest
hope since Leclerc

British teenager Bearman joins Haas for 2025

Formula 1 partners with Hamilton’s Mission 44
charity

F1: Silverstone is working to remake itself

Lewis Hamilton’s Mission 44 charity formalise
partnership with Formula 1 in continued push
for change

Teenager Ollie Bearman to be fourth British F1
driver after joining Haas

Andrea Stella questions Christian Horner’s
‘integrity’ after Lando Norris claim

How Mercedes has escaped its false dawn F1
curse

British Teen Oliver Bearman signs for Haas F1
team for 2025

Is Red Bull losing patience with Perez despite
F1 2025 contract?

Haas confirms Bearman in 2025 race seat on
multi-year deal

British teenager Ollie Bearman will race for
Haas in 2025

Who will Bearman’s Haas team-mate be? (+
why it matters)
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stella-questions-christian-horner-integrity-
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